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wow, all I feel is just pure energy and medicine 
that takes place at these gatherings. 

When I was afforded this opportunity [at 
the Aquarium], I did not hesitate. I am the first 
Native American Indian to be a part of this new 
program for younger adults to get involved with 
the community. 

I have been practicing my culture ever since 
I was a young girl with my tribal Brothers and 
Sisters, whether it was helping build land proj-
ects, helping with paperwork at our tribal hall, 
and helping protect our sacred lands in San Juan 
Capistrano and throughout Orange County. What 
got me interested in working on these conserva-
tion projects is always fighting for what is right 
and bringing awareness to important aspects of 
this world that need more attention. 

I take important problems of this world very 
personally. My culture is embedded into this 
environment and it is crucial that our generation 
channels our ancestors' medicine to continue to 
preserve the past for our future. If we are gath-
ering specific plants and picking materials to 
create ceremonies, Mother Earth, also known as 
Tamayawut, gives us all the medicine we need, and 
we are to never take more than what is needed. As 
Native Americans it is our responsibility to protect 
our customs and traditions to allow our ancestors 
to carry on for another twelve generations.

I AM THE OLDEST OF THREE CHILDREN  raised by my 
stepmom Mikah Banda and dad Nathan Banda, 
who were also born and raised in San Juan 
Capistrano and are descendants from the Juaneno 
Band of Mission Indians, Acjachemen Nation. I 
am a proud Member of the Nation and eleventh 
generation from the Historic Rios Family, one of 
the first founding families of San Juan Capistrano.

From a very young age I have been deeply 
immersed in my indigenous culture. My father 
served on tribal council during a very crucial time 
for our nation, and that was when they submitted 
evidence for our petition to become a federally 
recognized tribe. During this time I learned a lot 
about my ancestors, customs, and traditions. 

Over the years I took interest in learning our 
language, participated in storytellings and cer-
emonies to provide healing for our people, and 
most importantly traditions that were left from 
our past. I have attended various ceremonies and 
gatherings. I have participated and assisted our 
spiritual leader in ceremonies.

I am looking forward to furthering my spiri-
tuality during these ceremonies and to learning 
the traditions that are being passed down to me 
so I am able to pass them down to my future chil-
dren, who will be twelfth generation. I loved being 
a part of anything related to my culture. Every time 
it was just a small gathering, or even big as a pow 
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By Marisella Banda

My culture is embedded into this environment, and it is 
crucial that our generation channels our ancestors’ medicine 

to continue to preserve the past for our future.

Fresh Voices
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Dear Members,
“BABIES” BRINGS TO MIND CARING FOR,  everything to look forward to, 
vulnerability, the future, innocence, and so much more. And all that 
is certainly the case with the babies we have at the Aquarium and 
that we will be showcasing in our new Babies! exhibit. Of course, in 
the animal world, we are less likely to use the word baby—instead 
it is larvae, pup, or chick. But it is really the same thing.

As a biologist, what interests me is how many different ways 
there are to be a baby. Obviously we are all familiar with our own 
babies—helpless and unlikely to be able to survive on own until 
they are ______.    You fill in the blank, since we each have our own 
theories on that matter, perhaps depending on whether your col-
lege graduate offspring has moved back in with you.

But when it comes to the babies amongst our Aquarium ten-
ants, we know our care is essential. If those mountain yellow-legged 
frog tadpoles rescued in the aftermath of the 2020 wildfires were 
not under our protection, we can be certain they would not be alive 
today. And by taking care of these tadpoles until they turn into frogs, 
we are giving their species a better chance of survival.

In contrast, the white abalone larvae we rear on site do not need 
protection so much as a head start so we can get as many as possi-
ble back out into the wild, where we hope they will create a future 
of bountiful abalone along our California coast.

And then there are our orphaned sea otter pups. They do not 
look as helpless as a human infant, but without a mom to teach 
them how to groom themselves, feed, and make their way in the 
wild, they would have no future once released back into the ocean.

Some marine species like seadragons produce hundreds of 
babies at once, accepting the fact that hundreds will die, but a few 
will make it through to carry the species forward. Other species, like 
our Magellanic penguins, lay only two eggs. The male and female 
parents take turns guarding the chicks and going out to sea to find 
food. Usually at least one chick survives thanks to all of this parental 
care. When a species produces so few babies, each one has greater 
value and demands greater care.

The key point is that without babies, and babies that survive, it 
is the end of the line. That line could be a family, a species, or even 
an entire ecosystem.

Sincerely,

Peter Kareiva

Letter from the CEO

Aquarium Hours: Open daily from 9:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m. except December 25.  
Membership Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.–4:30 p.m. daily
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Meet Our New 
Desert Tortoise
See California’s state reptile in the new Babies! 
Gallery in Pacific Visions on the second floor.

VISIT THE NEW BABIES! EXHIBIT  to meet our new desert tortoise named 
Sally. Desert tortoises (Gopherus agassizii) are critically endangered, 
and Sally, who is a juvenile at 4 to 5 years old, joins the new exhibit as 
a representative of local species that the Aquarium is helping through 
various conservation programs.

Desert tortoises are specially adapted to their habitat, where tem-
peratures can be extreme, and conditions are typically dry but with 
periodic rainstorms. Because water is so precious in this environment, 
this species can store water in their urinary bladder. They also dig 
for rainwater. 

They spend up to 95 percent of their time underground in bur-
rows about 30 feet deep. Females nest and lay eggs in these burrows. 
The tortoises also hibernate in the winter and estivate in the summer 
underground. When they come out of their burrows, these tortoises 
continue to conserve their energy, moving slowly through their habi-
tat looking for food, including grasses, wildflowers, cactus pads, and 
wild fruit. Desert tortoises can live for fifty to eighty years.

The desert tortoise was granted temporary status as an endangered 
species in California in 2020. A 2018 study found that populations had 
shrunk by up to 90 percent since 2004. Several factors have caused 
this dramatic decline. Housing and other development are increasing 
in California’s deserts, breaking up the tortoise’s habitat. With more 
roads and highways cutting through desert areas, the slow-moving 
tortoise is at increased risk of being run over. 

Increased development also increases the amount of human inter-
action with tortoises. People who find wild tortoises when they are out 
for a hike can potentially spread disease to the tortoises by touching 
them. Others sometimes take the tortoises for pets. 

Baby desert tortoises have soft shells, making them targets for pred-
ators like ravens. The number of ravens in desert areas has increased 
dramatically, thanks to the increased development. More human 
infrastructure means there is more food for ravens, from roadkill 
to landfills.

We can help desert tortoises by leaving them be when we see them 
in the wild, protecting undeveloped desert areas, and creating wildlife 
corridors so the tortoises and other wildlife can safely move around 
their habitat. 

Penguins Pair Off for 
Breeding Season
Since the June Keyes Penguin Habitat 
opened in 2012 thirteen chicks have 
hatched at the Aquarium.

IN MARCH  the Aquarium’s penguin care team opened the 
nine nesting burrows in the June Keyes Penguin Habitat, 
giving our Magellanic penguins the opportunity to claim a 
burrow and start building a nest in preparation for breed-
ing season.

The staff provided the penguins with a few materials 
for breeding season, including clean palm fronds to build 
nests with and oyster shells to provide calcium and other 
nutrients for females in preparation for laying eggs. 

During breeding season the penguins get a bit more ter-
ritorial and sometimes engage in behaviors like nipping at 
each other with their beaks, vocalizing, and staring each 
other down to protect their space. The Aquarium’s staff is 
always closely observing these spats to ensure they don’t 
escalate too much while also trying to allow the birds to 
naturally work out their differences.

Magellanic penguins living at zoos and aquariums 
are part of a Species Survival Plan administered by the 
Association of Zoos and Aquariums. This plan helps track 
every individual penguin and manages the genetic diver-
sity of the whole population across all the institutions. 
On some occasions this requires some matchmaking. One 
of the Aquarium’s most reliable penguin pairs, Roxy and 
Floyd, have produced seven chicks together. Under the 
plan, it was determined that Roxy should try to pair off 
with another partner this season, so she was matched with 
Fisher to help introduce more genetic variability into the 
population. So far they are getting along very well, and 
Floyd has found a new companion in Cleo. 

In past years the penguins have eggs in the nests by 
mid-May, and chicks could hatch in June. Chicks typically 
stay in the nest with their parents for about a month, then 
are moved to a behind-the-scenes penguin nursery where 
they can safely learn skills like swimming and participating 
in feedings before joining the adults in the penguin habitat. 
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A Pack of Sea Otter Pups
These pups are helping our adult sea otters practice their skills as surrogate mothers.

FOUR SEA OTTER PUPS  have arrived at the Aquarium in 
recent months after being found stranded without their 
mothers in the wild. Each of the pups was assessed by 
wildlife experts, who determined that they would not 
be able to return to the wild. The Aquarium was thrilled 
to be able to provide them a temporary home until per-
manent ones are found. 

Rescued pups are assigned a number based the 
order they were found for record-keeping purposes. 
The first pup to arrive at the Aquarium was a male and 
was assigned the number 923. Introduced in our winter 
issue, he was recently named Ryder by our TikTok fol-
lowers. Ryder has been living in the main sea otter 
habitat since December.  

The second pup, assigned the number 926, arrived 
in February at eight weeks old and is a female. The 
animal care staff reports that she is the smallest of 
the pups and is a slightly darker shade of brown than 
the others. 

Another male pup, assigned the number 927, 
arrived in March. He is the largest of the pups and 

spends most of his time near our resident sea otter 
Millie. The last to arrive in April was a second female, 
assigned the number 929. She is a lighter shade of 
brown with light-colored cheeks. She likes to spend 
time with Betty or one of her fellow pups. 

The Aquarium is proud to be able to provide these 
young animals a home and help train our staff and 
adult sea otters on how to care for pups as we pre-
pare to launch our Sea Otter Surrogacy facility. Our 
adult sea otters are helping the pups learn important 
skills like grooming and feeding. Our staff is learning 
about specialized care for young sea otters, includ-
ing the necessity of around-the-clock care when the 
pups arrive. 

The three most recent pups to arrive have not yet 
received a name. Visitors now can see the pups in the 
Sea Otter Habitat in the Northern Pacific Gallery.

Ryder 926 (not yet named)

927 (not yet named) 929 (not yet named)
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BABIES. 

THEY’RE CUTE.

 THEY’RE FUN TO WATCH. 

THEY’RE SEE-THROUGH? 
 If you’re talking about a tropical fish 
species known as yellow tangs, YES! 

Babies in the ocean vary widely, from cute and 
fuzzy baby sea otters to microscopic fish larvae 

and blue whale calves the size of small cars.
The Aquarium of the Pacific has helped raise many amazing babies over its 

twenty-four-year history. Some have been rare successes, like the birth 
of two zebra shark pups via artificial insemination in 2014. Some happen 
with great frequency, like our moon jellies, which our aquarists culture 

in our jelly lab on an ongoing basis.

At the Aquarium this summer you will have the chance to 
meet many Aquarium babies, from the baby yellow tangs 

to adorable baby sea otters. Plus, learn about the 
many animals that are born (or hatch or spawn) 

here and what Aquarium babies and breed-
ing and care programs mean for 

ocean conservation.

STARTING MAY 27, the Aquarium will fea-
ture a new exhibit in the second floor Pacific 
Visions gallery called Babies! Visit the new 
Jelly Lab to learn how we grow baby jellies and 
see them at their different life cycle stages. 
Learn how different ocean habitats like coral 
reefs, mangroves, and seagrass beds serve 
as nurseries and see baby animals that live 
in these environments. 

Plus, meet our new baby sea otters in the 
Northern Pacific Gallery and learn how the 
Aquarium will help orphaned sea otter pups in 
our Sea Otter Surrogacy facility at the Molina 
Animal Care Center.

Members will have the chance to get a 
sneak peek at the new exhibit at a special pre-
view event. See page 10 for details.

Babies!  
A New 
Exhibit 

Opening This 
Summer

R
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Fantastic  
Firsts

Breeding animals at the Aquarium helps us and 
other aquariums we share animals with reduce our 
need to collect fishes and invertebrates from the 
wild. It also helps us learn more about the condi-
tions animals need to reproduce, which can inform 

government conservation policies, particularly for 
endangered species.

We have had several animal husbandry break-
throughs at the Aquarium during our history.

THE AQUARIUM of the 
Pacific is home to four giant 
sea bass, including a breed-
ing pair and additional male 

living in the Honda Blue 
Cavern exhibit and a 
juvenile in Amber Forest 
named Yutaka. Yutaka 
represents a milestone 

for the Aquarium, as this 
fish was the first giant sea 
bass to be hatched and 
raised at a public aquarium. 
This success occurred in 
2016 after a spawning event, 
and Yutaka was the only 
surviving larvae. Giant sea 
bass had been notoriously 
difficult to breed in aquar-
ium environments. At the 
time, only one other facility 
had preliminary success in 
breeding giant sea bass.

AQUARIST JOSH WAGNER 
cultured about thirty Beroe 
comb jellies, making us the 
first aquarium in the United 
States to reproduce this spe-
cies. These jellies have been 
displayed in the Jellies area 

in the Northern Pacific 
Gallery.

20011999

2016

IN THE VERY EARLY DAYS 
after its founding, the 
Aquarium of the Pacific was 
the first to successfully breed 

pharaoh’s cuttlefish.

OUR AQUARIUM was the 
first in the world to success-

fully breed weedy seadragons. 
Our juveniles were distributed to 
other aquariums and zoos across 
the United States, and our experi-
ences have been shared with other 
facilities in the hopes of creating 
more success stories. This became 
particularly important after 2015, 
when the Australian govern-
ment stopped issuing licenses 
for collecting or exporting wild 
seadragons.

R

2014

2021

THE AQUARIUM was the first 
to successfully reproduce zebra 

sharks through artificial insem-
ination. Two pups were born to 
Fern, a zebra shark who has lived 

at the Aquarium since 1997.
Fern was inseminated 

in September 2013, and the pups 
hatched from the eggs she laid in 
late March of 2014. In 2015 one of 
the zebra shark pups was delivered 
to another Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums (AZA) institution as part of 
the Aquarium’s involvement in AZA’s 
Species Survival Plan for zebra sharks. 
The other pup, named Gatsby, now 
lives in our Tropical Reef exhibit.



 
 
 

THE AQUARIUM’S June Keyes Penguin Habitat opened 
to the public in 2012. The birds got right to work pair-
ing off, building nests, and laying eggs, which were 
encouraging signs of their comfort and wellbeing in 
the habitat. 

There was also a great deal of interest in chicks from 
our colony, as some of the adults who had paired off 
were wild birds originally rescued from South America. 
Two of these birds, Kate and Avery, formed a breeding 
pair and successfully hatched and raised three penguin 
chicks at the Aquarium, Jayde, Fisher, and Cleo. These 
offspring represent an important contribution to the 
population of Magellanic penguins living at zoos and 
aquariums because they bring genetic diversity into 
the breeding pool. 

When the breeding season approaches in late 
spring, the animal care staff starts to leave clean palm 
fronds in the exhibit for the industrious penguins to 
gather and build nests with. Magellanic penguins 
usually lay two eggs at a time. The penguin parents 
take turns incubating the eggs, which will hatch after 
thirty-eight to forty-two days. Once the chicks have 
hatched, we weigh them every day to ensure they’re 

Notable  
Births

It is always exciting when a new baby is 
born at the Aquarium. Over the years, 
there have been several particularly note-
worthy bundles of joy. 

SHELBY the harbor seal had an interest-
ing journey to motherhood. She is one of the 
Aquarium’s original animals and was two years 
old when the facility opened in 1998. Most harbor 
seal mothers give birth starting at four to five years of age. 
However, Shelby first became a mom at age seventeen in 
2012 when she suddenly took a liking to Troy, the Aquarium’s 
only male harbor seal. The two eventually had three pups, 
Bixby, Toby, and Kaya. 

Kaya, Shelby and Troy’s third pup, still lives at the 
Aquarium. Here are some key moments from the animal 
care logbook shortly after her birth. 

Kaya’s Milestones: 

 BORN April 20, 2018, 8:30 a.m. 
 FIRST SWIM 9:30 a.m. with mom 
 FIRST TOY Rubber ducky. The green ball is another favorite. 
 APRIL 22 Learned to blow bubbles and climb on mom’s back.

TWO BABY black-necked 
stilts hatched in 2017 in the 
Aquarium’s Shorebird Sanctuary 
exhibit. Gigi, their mother, has lived 
in this exhibit since it opened in 2002, 
but this was the first time she laid eggs 
and hatched chicks with their father, 
George. The 2017 chicks represented 
the first time this species had success-
fully reproduced at the Aquarium.

developing properly. A healthy 
chick will gain 10 percent of its body 
weight a day.

The babies stay with their parents 
in the nest for about thirty days. Then, the 
babies are ready to leave the nest and head to our 
behind-the-scenes penguin nursery, where they can 
learn important skills like swimming, eating the fish 
and squid the staff members offer them, and how to 
otherwise interact with humans. At this vulnerable 
stage before their feathers are watertight, it is much 
safer for the penguin chicks to stay in the nursery until 
about three months have passed and they have fledged 
their last set of downy feathers. 

Our Aquarium-born penguin chicks:

2013 Heidi and Anderson
2014  Paddles, Jayde, 

Mattson, and Skipper
2015  Lily
2016  Fisher

2017  Gatz
2018  Cleo, Dee, and Wally

R
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Magellanic Penguins 

Harbor Seal Pups Black-
Necked Stilts
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THE AQUARIUM is lending a helping hand to 
baby sea otters. You can read about four sea otter 
pups that have arrived at the Aquarium in recent 
months on page 5.

The new arrivals are helping our resident 
otters and our staff develop their skills neces-
sary to care for pups in the Sea Otter Surrogacy 
program. This program pairs resident aquar-
ium otters with orphaned pups to teach them 
the skills to survive in the wild. The Sea Otter 
Surrogacy program is the result of a partnership 

with the Monterey Bay Aquarium, which 
has rescued, rehabilitated, and released 
stranded sea otter pups since the 1980s.

The new surrogacy area at the 
Aquarium of the Pacific is being built 
behind the scenes at its Molina Animal 
Care Center and will accommodate three to 
four rescued sea otter pups each year.

BREEDING SEASON in Lorikeet Forest means 
that our aviculturists (bird biologists) begin 
checking nest boxes for eggs. During this nest-
ing period, staff members candle the eggs to see 
if they are fertilized, holding the egg up in front 
of a light and looking at what’s developing inside.

Once they hatch after about twenty-four 
days, the chicks are fed a nectar mixture with a 
syringe and later, a spoon. When they start nip-
ping and biting the towels in their nursery, it’s 
time to introduce some animal enrichment. These 
are toys or puzzles to keep the birds engaged and 
stimulated in order to enhance their wellbeing. 
By exploring and pulling at the toys, the lorikeet 
chicks learn how to use their beaks. We also pro-
vide them with different foods, like grapes and 

hibiscus flowers, as well as rope and 
other fun things that they can hop onto 
and climb.

Once they start perching regularly in 
the nursery, this behavior indicates to us 
that it’s time to start flying lessons. First, 
aviculturists will have the lorikeet perch in 
their palms. Then, they will gently swing their 
hands back and forth. It takes a bit of encour-
agement, but the chicks’ instincts soon take over. 

Eventually, we move them to a behind-the-
scenes area called The Barn, where some of 
our lorikeets live before they join the others in 
Lorikeet Forest. Here, the older juvenile birds help 
to teach the chicks about pecking order and what 
it means to be part of a flock.

IN RECENT YEARS the Aquarium has bred 
seahorses for our exhibits. These animals form 
pairs that last the duration of the breeding 
season, but they do not mate for life, as was once 
previously thought. Males incubate the eggs in 
their brood pouches for four to six weeks. At the 
Aquarium, aquarists report that male seahorses 
often give birth to their young early in the morning. 

Newly hatched seahorses at the Aquarium are 
kept in small tanks called kreisels, which means 

carousel or roundabout in German. These 
rounded tanks are equipped with pumps 
that circulate the water in one direction 
around the circular perimeter. This move-
ment keeps the small animals and their 
food in suspension, making it easier for 
the tiny seahorses to feed. The center of the 
kreisel is more placid, creating a resting zone.

Special  
Care

Breeding programs and new babies at the 
Aquarium require special care and expertise. 
Whether it is hand feeding newly hatched 
lorikeet chicks, teaching a sea otter pup how to 
groom its extraordinarily thick fur, or carefully 

monitoring budding sea jelly ephyrae, our 
animal husbandry staff takes great care in help-
ing our babies grow and thrive.

Sea Otter Surrogacy

Lorikeet Chicks

Seahorses

R
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For information, visit aquariumofpacific.org or call (562) 590-3100, ext. 0.  Events are subject to change. Please visit pacific.to/memberhub for 
more information or to make a reservation.

   Special Events
The Aquarium of the Pacific hosts a 
variety of performances, fundraisers, and 
other special events throughout the year. 
Check our website for more details and 
additional events.

Pride Night
 ⏹ Saturday, May 21  

6:30 P.M.–9:00 P.M.

In partnership with The LGBTQ Center Long 
Beach, join the Aquarium in celebrating our 
LGBTQ+ community. Enjoy a fun evening with 
your favorite animals and colorful fishes. This 
event for all ages will also include drag queen 
storytelling, rainbow enrichments with the 
animals, and much more.

 ŋ $19.95 for members, $24.95 
for non-members

 ŋ Visit aquariumofpacific.org  
for reservations.

World Ocean Day
 ⏹ Wednesday, June 8 

9:00 A.M.–5:00 P.M.

The Aquarium will celebrate World Ocean Day 
with an array of activities. On World Ocean 
Day, June 8, Aquarium visitors can learn about 
climate change, ocean pollution, and other 
ocean issues by viewing films and shows and 
exploring exhibits. All of this is in celebration of 
the ocean, which covers 70 percent of Earth’s 
surface and remains 90 percent unexplored.

 ŋ Free for members

Father's Day Lunch
 ⏹ Sunday, June 19 

11:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M.

Join us for a special Father’s Day lunch to 
celebrate Dad and see all your favorite ocean 
animals! Tickets include admission and a 
delicious meal. Reservations will be offered 
hourly between 11:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. on 
our rooftop Veranda dining area overlooking 
Rainbow Harbor.

 ŋ Members: $49 per adult, $25 
per child. Non-members: $74 
per adult, $50 per child.

 ŋ Visit aquariumofpacific.org  
for details.

     Member Events
Please join us for these select events just 
for our members and donors.

Member Preview Night
 ⏹ Thursday, May 26 

6:30 P.M.–9:00 P.M.

Be one of the first to see the new Babies! 
exhibition before it opens to the general 
public. Meet the newest and cutest members 
of the Aquarium family and discover how they 
hold the key to our future! 

 ŋ Free for members, 
reservations required

 ŋ Call (562) 437-3474 to reserve

Member Kids Activity Night
 ⏹ Wed. and Thurs., July 27–28 

6:30 P.M.–9:00 P.M.

Get ready for a fintastic evening at the 
Aquarium with this year’s Kids Activity Night! 
Your little ones will love fun, educational 
activities about their favorite finned friends 
including a puppet show featuring Seymour 
the Shark and the rest of the Pacific Pals.

 ŋ $5 for members (advance 
tickets required), free for 
member kids under age 3

 ŋ Call (562) 437-3474 to reserve

Juneteenth Celebration
 ⏹ Sunday, June 19 

1:00 P.M.-2:00 P.M.

Join us in the Honda Pacific Visions Theater or 
live online for music and a question-and-an-
swer with Baba the Storyteller to learn about 
and celebrate this important holiday.

 ŋ Free for members
 ŋ Visit aquariumofpacific.org for details.

Teacher Week
 ⏹ Monday-Friday, June 20-24 

9:00 A.M.–5:00 P.M.

Thank you, teachers! Kick off the summer and 
treat yourself to a trip with family and friends 
to the Aquarium of the Pacific! 

 ŋ Visit aquariumofpacific.org for details.

Night Dive
 ⏹ Fridays, June 24, July 22 & Aug. 26 

7:30 P.M.–11:00 P.M.

Night Dive is an event for adults-only (18+) 
with a local band rockin’ out right next to the 
fish, DJs spinning in the Aquarium’s galleries, 
inspiring works of art, cocktails and drinks, 
and food trucks on the front plaza. 

 ŋ Visit aquariumofpacific.org for details.

July 4th BBQ
 ⏹ Monday, July 4 

11:00 A.M.–4:00 P.M.

Break out your red, white, and blue and join us 
for a special 4th of July lunch! Reservations 
will be offered hourly between 11:00 a.m. and 
4:00 p.m. on our rooftop Veranda dining area 
overlooking Rainbow Harbor. Tickets include 
all-day admission and lunch. 

 ŋ Members: $49 per adult, $25 
per child. Non-members: $74 
per adult, $50 per child.

 ŋ Visit aquariumofpacific.org for details.

exclamation-circle
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Capacity is limited. Advance reservations are required. No walk ups. Keeping our guests and staff safe is our top priority. For the most current 
information, go to aquariumofpacific.org/safety

Reservations for each event will be available at 
aquariumofpacific.org at least two weeks in advance.exclamation-circle

Homeschool Days
 ⏹ Tues. & Wed., September 6–7 

9:00 A.M.–5:00 P.M.

Homeschool families are invited to visit the 
Aquarium for a discounted admission price. 
Touch sharks, rays, and sea jellies on your 
self-guided exploration of the Aquarium’s 
animal exhibits to learn about the Pacific 
Ocean and marine conservation. 

 ŋ Free for members,  
$9 per non-member

First Responders Day
 ⏹ Sunday, September 11 

9:00 A.M.–5:00 P.M.

Police officers, sheriff's deputies, and fire-
fighters receive free admission on September 
11. Contact your union or association to 
purchase discounted tickets for friends and 
family.

 ŋ Free for police officers, sheriff's 
deputies, and firefighters with 
a current and valid service ID.

California Coastal 
Clean-Up Day

 ⏹ Saturday, September 17 
8:00 A.M.–12:00 P.M.

Join the Aquarium in cleaning up the beach 
at the end of the Peninsula in Long Beach as 
part of the statewide Coastal Clean-Up Day. 
The public is invited to help Aquarium staff 
clean the beach, located at Ocean Blvd. and 
72nd St. Help protect our ocean and marine 
life by picking up trash. Gloves and bags will 
be provided. Please look for the Aquarium 
booth to check in and receive your cleaning 
supplies. No RSVP necessary.

 ŋ Free

Photographers Night
 ⏹ Sunday, October 2 

6:00 P.M.–10:00 P.M.

Practice your wildlife photography skills 
and take your time getting the perfect shot. 
Professional and amateur photographers 
are invited to capture the Aquarium’s wildlife 
during exclusive “photographers only” hours. 
Meet vendors, test new equipment, and meet 
other wildlife photo enthusiasts. 

 ŋ $33.95 per member,  
$36.95 per non-member

Seniors Day
 ⏹ Monday, October 3 

9:00 A.M.–2:00 P.M.

The Aquarium will open its doors for free to 
people ages fifty and above. Special exhibits 
for seniors will be featured.

 ŋ FREE to visitors ages 50 and 
over with a valid photo ID.

Aquarium of the Pacific 
5K Run/Walk

 ⏹ Saturday, October 8 
7:00 A.M.–9:00 A.M.

The Aquarium will partner with the Long 
Beach Marathon to host the annual 5K Run/
Walk including a one-mile course for younger 
runners. Sign up early as both events are 
expected to fill up quickly.

 ŋ $40
 ŋ runlongbeach.com

Sea Fare
 ⏹ Saturday, October 15 

7:00 P.M.–11:00 P.M.

The nineteenth annual Sea Fare fundraiser 
is returning live and in person! This popular 
event features gourmet bites from local 
restaurants, open bars, a live band, live and 
silent auctions, and all of the Aquarium 
exhibits you know and love. All proceeds 
raised will benefit the Aquarium’s education, 
conservation, and animal care programs. “Sea” 
you there!

 ŋ Ticket price: $150 per person

2021 Photographers Night Photo Contest Grand Prize Winning Photo by Rebecca Li
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     Festivals
Experience our community’s diverse 
cultures and their connections to the 
ocean and environment. 

Pacific Islander Festival
 ⏹ Saturday & Sunday, June 4–5 

9:00 A.M.–5:00 P.M.

Join the Aquarium for its nineteenth annual 
Pacific Islander Festival. This festival features 
traditional music and dance, cultural displays, 
and craft demonstrations, and celebrates 
Pacific Islander cultures, including Hawaiian, 
Tahitian, Samoan, Tongan, Chamorro, 
Marshallese, and Maori.

Moompetam Native 
American Festival

 ⏹ Sat. & Sun., September 17–18 
9:00 A.M.–5:00 P.M.

In celebration of the local American 
Indian cultures, the Aquarium will host its 
eighteenth annual Moompetam Festival. 
This celebration features traditional cultural 
craft demonstrations, storytelling, music, and 
dance. The festival celebrates indigenous 
California maritime cultures, including Tongva, 
Chumash, Acjachemen, Costanoan, Luiseño, 
and Kumeyaay.

Baja Splash
 ⏹ Sat. & Sun., September 24–25 

9:00 A.M.–5:00 P.M.

The Aquarium will host its twenty-first annual 
Baja Splash Cultural Festival in celebration 
of National Hispanic Heritage Month and 
cultures from México, Central and South 
America, and beyond. The event features 
traditional dance, live music, educational 
programming in English and Spanish, and 
booths from participating organizations.

Southeast Asia Day
 ⏹ Saturday, October 1 

9:00 A.M.–5:00 P.M.

The Aquarium will celebrate its eighteenth 
annual Southeast Asia Day. The festival’s pro-
gram will highlight the beauty and diversity of 
the cultures of Cambodia, Thailand, Vietnam, 
Myanmar, Laos, and Indonesia. Guests 
can enjoy music, dance, and cultural craft 
demonstrations.

Baja Splash Cultural Festival
 ⏹ Saturday & Sunday, September 24–25

Programs & Events
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     First Wednesdays
Each month the Aquarium’s First 
Wednesdays events bring scientists, 
authors, and other experts into the Honda 
Pacific Visions Theater for free talk paired 
with a book signing or meet-and-greet 
and cocktail hour. Reserve your seat by 
visiting aquariumofpacific.org (click on 
Guest Speakers under the Events tab) or 
calling (562) 590-3100.

High Tide Student Film Festival 
 ⏹ Wednesday, June 1 

7:00 P.M.–9:00 P.M. 

High Tide is a short film contest for Southern 
California high school students to explore 
science and conservation through creative 
visual storytelling. At this screening, the 
Aquarium will present the finalists’ films and 
announce the winners. Films were submitted 
in three topic categories: Ocean Innovation, 
Local Treasures, and Coral Reefs.

Ending Fossil Fuels: Why 
Net Zero is Not Enough 

 ⏹ Wednesday, July 6 
7:00 P.M.–9:00 P.M. 

Dr. Holly Jean Buck, assistant professor of en-
vironment and sustainability at the University 
of Buffalo College of Arts and Sciences, will 
discuss and sign copies of her book, Ending 
Fossil Fuels: Why Net Zero is Not Enough.
Dr. Buck earned a master’s degree in human 
ecology from Lund University and a Ph.D. in 
development sociology from Cornell University. 
She is also the author of After Geoengineering: 
Climate Tragedy, Repair, and Restoration.

The World of Blackwater
 ⏹ Wednesday, August 3 

7:00 P.M.–9:00 P.M. 

During his First Wednesdays talk Mike Bartick 
will share scientific information and his imag-
es of zooplankton and gelatinous creatures, 
including blanket octopus, deep water squid, 
larval fish, and other mysteries of the deep. 
Bartick is a marine wildlife photographer, 
videographer, and PADI diving instructor in 
Anilao, Philippines. He is also a photography 
professional for Saltwater.com.

SPONSORS
Ralph and Hazel 

Osborn and Lois J. 
Rook Charitable Trust

Stephen and 
Brenda Olson
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Discover the World of 
Bees and Pollinators

 ⏹ Wednesday, September 7 
7:00 P.M.–9:00 P.M. 

Mia LaRocca and Carmen Atwater are urban 
beekeepers with Alvéole: The Urban Beekeep-
ing Company. Alvéole installs honey bee hives 
in urban areas to help foster environmental 
awareness and inspire people to protect bees 
and other pollinators. On First Wednesdays 
in September they will share insights about 
pollinators living in urban environments and 
what you can do to help them. 

Aquatic Academy: When 
Science is Not Enough

 ⏹ Wednesdays, October 12 and 19 
7:00 P.M.–9:30 P.M.

On many major issues facing us today—cli-
mate change, vaccinations, and more—the 
science is settled, yet people adopt ideas 
that stand in opposition to the facts. In this 
evening course at the Aquarium, join experts 
to examine the psychology of instances when 
science is not enough to convince everyone. 
Visit pacific.to/aquaticacademy in September 
for details and registration.

The World of Blackwater
 ⏹ Wednesday, August 3

For information, visit aquariumofpacific.org or call (562) 590-3100, ext. 0.  Events are subject to change. Please visit pacific.to/memberhub for 
more information or to make a reservation.exclamation-circle

SPONSORS
Dr. Allen and Charlotte Ginsburg
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This sea otter pup arrived at the Aquarium in February 
at 8 weeks old. Read more about baby sea otters at the 
Aquarium on page 5.
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LEARN  
AND EXPLORE
Classes and Tours
Connect with the Aquarium through live in-person and virtual experiences that offer up-close views of our animals and exhibits. 

In-Person Programs

Aquarium Summer Camps
In-person camp for kids ages 7 to 12 is back 
at the Aquarium, and we are excited to explore 
our ocean with you. Visit aquariumofpacific.
org/camps for more details and dates. 

Animal Encounters
Meet and interact with one of your favorite 
Aquarium animals during an Animal 
Encounter. Animal Encounters offer a chance 
to train a sea lion, pet a ray, or hang out with 
a penguin.  

 ŋ Approximately 30 minutes
 ŋ $135 per member and $150 

per nonmember; minimum 2, 
maximum 4 participants

 ŋ (562) 590-3100, ext. 0
 ŋ Visit aquariumofpacific.org 

for dates and times

Whale Watching Cruises

Whale Watching and 
Dolphin Cruise

 ⏹ Seasonal

The Pacific Ocean is home to many wondrous 
animals year ‘round. Join us as we search for 
dolphins, seals, sea lions, and other marine life 
on our Whale Watching and Dolphin Cruise. 
This is an experience you and your family will 
not soon forget!.

 ŋ Members: $27 per adult, $22 per senior 
(ages 62+), $19 per child (ages 3–11). 
Non-members (includes Aquarium 
admission): $58.95 per adult, $54.95 
per senior, $44.95 per child.

 ŋ 2 to 2.5 hours
 ŋ (562) 590-3100, ext. 0 or on our website 

Blue Whale Watching Trips
 ⏹ Summer Season

Join naturalists and experts from the 
Aquarium for an ocean voyage in search of 
the largest animal on the planet—the blue 
whale. Along the way we will also have the 
opportunity to spot dolphins, seals, sea lions, 
and other marine animals.

 ŋ Members: $44 per adult, $37 per 
senior (ages 62+), $29 per child 
(ages 3–11). Non-members (includes 
Aquarium admission): $68.95 per adult, 
$65.95 per senior, $53.95 per child.

 ŋ 3 to 3.5 hours
 ŋ (562) 590-3100, ext. 0 or on our website

School Field Trips

In-Person Field Trips  
Field trips are back! Bring your class to the 
Aquarium for a fun-filled, learning experience 
while you explore the 12,000 animals living 
at the Aquarium. Teachers can choose a 
self-guided exploration or add on a live 
educational program in one of our learning 
spaces. The following pricing applies to 
accredited schools. After-school programs, 
extra-curricular school clubs, day-care 
affiliated programs, and other non-accredited 
organizations are not eligible for these rates.

 ŋ Self-guided: $8.50 per person, one 
free chaperone per 10 paid students.

 ŋ Class and theater programs: 
$11.50 per person, one free 
chaperone per 10 paid students

Virtual Field Trips
The Aquarium is offering Virtual Field Trips for 
schools, homeschools, and care facilities for 
learners of multiple ages. These educator-led 
programs run live from our studio on site. Our 
educators will help you and your students 
explore various topics based on grade level, 
like recognizing shapes and colors, com-
paring sharks and fish, and even discussing 
conservation and human impacts on 
ecosystems. Prices range from $100 to $250 
depending on the program.

Educational Opportunities
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Virtual Resources
The Aquarium offers a library of free virtual resources. Check out the following opportunities to connect with us.

The Pacific Pals Show! 
Tune into the Aquarium’s social media 
channels for a closer look at the Aquarium, 
including animal feeds and behind the scenes 
tours with your favorite Pacific Pals.

 ŋ All ages

Webcams
Want to check in on your favorite Aquarium 
animals from your living room? Webcams 
placed in six exhibits allow your family to 
visit the Aquarium virtually. Take webcam 
exploration even further with the Aquarium’s 
Webcam Resource Kits (available at 
pacific.to/webcamkits). These kits include 
lesson plans and videos that provide guided 
exploration of the Aquarium webcams. 

 ŋ Grades K–8

Career Connections
Introduce your teenager to a variety of 
STEM careers through the Aquarium’s Career 
Connections series. By exploring the careers 
of scientists working at the Aquarium, you will 
learn more about current research and career 
opportunities. The series is available at pacific.
to/careerconnections

 ŋ Grades 6–12

Conservation Series
Explore current conservation projects and 
meet the professionals who have dedicated 
their lives to conservation. Visit pacific.to/
conservationseries for videos, discussion 
guides, and activities related to conservation 
and sustainability.

 ŋ Grades 6–12

Virtual Programs

Underwater Artists
Create art while exploring ocean animals 
and habitats during this educator-led virtual 
experience. 

 ŋ $10 per household
 ŋ First and third Saturdays 

of each month

Zoom Animal Appearance
Invite one of the Aquarium’s animals to 
your next birthday party or Zoom meeting. 
Meet our animals up close and learn about 
them from our animal care staff in this 
private program.

 ŋ $750
 ŋ Flexible dates and times based 

on advance reservations

Aquarium Online 
Academy
Tune in to the Aquarium's Online 
Academy for free interactive programming 
for kids of all ages. Visit pacific.to/onlineacad-
emy for current scheduling. In addition to live 
programming, the Online Academy offers a 
large library of pre-recorded sessions on the 
Aquarium’s YouTube channel.

 ŋ Grades PreK–12

FREE

R
O

B
IN

 R
IG

G
S

Spring 2022  |  Pacific Currents  |  17



This baby hatches from a very soft egg in the water. It is small with a tail, no legs,
and breathes with fluffy gills on the side of its head. It is called a larva. After

a little time, legs start to grow. Eventually, four legs join the tail and gills and it
is ready to explore its watery habitat.

This baby changes shapes many times before becoming an adult. It starts as an egg,
develops into a floating larva called a zoea, and then grows into a juvenile form

called a megalops. As it grows it replaces its hard skin, called an exoskeleton, several
times, and eventually goes out to find an old snail shell to live in. That’s when we start

to call them by their grown up name!

This baby breathes air, drinks mother’s milk, and is born with its eyes wide open.
Its thick, fluffy coat floats so well in the water that it can’t even dive to hunt for
its own food until it is around two months old. This baby is usually born an only

child, as more than one of them would be quite a handful for mom!

This baby is called a pup and must swim to breathe. Its head is rounded to make
it easier for it to be born. But as it grows, its head will straighten to form a very
famous flat head called a cephalofoil. The special shape of its head helps it find

and eat prey.

This tiny baby animal is called a fry when it’s born. Its mother will lay eggs into its
father’s pouch, which is called a brood pouch. This is where the babies grow until it's

time for the eggs to hatch. Then, they will all fly out from the pouch in what looks
like a big sneeze from their father!

This baby hatches from a very soft egg in the water. It is small with a tail, no legs,
and breathes with fluffy gills on the side of its head. It is called a larva. After

a little time, legs start to grow. Eventually, four legs join the tail and gills and it
is ready to explore its watery habitat.

This baby changes shapes many times before becoming an adult. It starts as an egg,
develops into a floating larva called a zoea, and then grows into a juvenile form

called a megalops. As it grows it replaces its hard skin, called an exoskeleton, several
times, and eventually goes out to find an old snail shell to live in. That’s when we start

to call them by their grown up name!

This baby breathes air, drinks mother’s milk, and is born with its eyes wide open.
Its thick, fluffy coat floats so well in the water that it can’t even dive to hunt for
its own food until it is around two months old. This baby is usually born an only

child, as more than one of them would be quite a handful for mom!

This baby is called a pup and must swim to breathe. Its head is rounded to make
it easier for it to be born. But as it grows, its head will straighten to form a very
famous flat head called a cephalofoil. The special shape of its head helps it find

and eat prey.

This tiny baby animal is called a fry when it’s born. Its mother will lay eggs into its
father’s pouch, which is called a brood pouch. This is where the babies grow until it's

time for the eggs to hatch. Then, they will all fly out from the pouch in what looks
like a big sneeze from their father!

This summer, the Aquarium of the Pacific is celebrating all
things baby animals!    In the spirit of cuteness, the Pals

wanted to share their baby photos.

This summer, the Aquarium of the Pacific is celebrating all
things baby animals!    In the spirit of cuteness, the Pals

wanted to share their baby photos.

Can you help match the baby animal fact with its
Pacific Pal? Write in their name!

Can you help match the baby animal fact with its
Pacific Pal? Write in their name!

1 1

2 2 

3 3 

4 4 

5 5 

Kids CornerKids Corner
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Axl the Axolotl

Quinn the Hermit Crab

Piper the Seahorse

Elsie the Otter

Seymour Shark

AnswersAnswers

1. Axl the Axolotl
2. Quinn the Hermit Crab

3. Elsie the Otter
4. Seymour Shark

5. Piper the Seahorse

1. Axl the Axolotl
2. Quinn the Hermit Crab

3. Elsie the Otter
4. Seymour Shark

5. Piper the Seahorse

Answers Answers
Kids Corner



BABIES! EXHIBIT

Hawaiian Yellow Tang 
Zebrasoma flavescens

This tropical fish lives on coral reefs in the Pacific Ocean from Japan to 
Hawaii. They grow to about 8 inches long, have a small protruding snout, and 
feed on algae. As babies, these fish have translucent bodies, making it pos-
sible to see their internal organs and skeleton. They become opaque after a 
short time. As adults, they go through a daily color change, becoming a darker 
shade of yellow overnight. In the wild they can live as long as thirty years.

Animal Facts
AQUARIUM

BABIES! EXHIBIT

Banggai Cardinalfish
Pterapogon kauderni

Banggai cardinalfish live in shallow waters around the Banggai Islands 
in Indonesia. They live close to long-spined sea urchins and hide among 
their spines for protection. When these fish lay and fertilize their eggs, the 
father takes them into his mouth and keeps them there until the hatched 
babies are about a third of an inch long.

BABIES! EXHIBIT

Skunk Clownfish
Amphiprion perideraion

The skunk clownfish gets its name from the white stripe along its back. It is 
also known as the pink anemonefish. Found in tropical areas of the Indian and 
Pacific Oceans, this fish lives in groups of one dominant female and her male 
partner. If the female dies, a male will become female and take her place. 
Skunk clownfish live in magnificent sea anemones and lay their eggs nearby 
during their breeding season. 
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yourevent.aquariumofpacific.org    562.951.1663    AOPCatering@longbeach.cc.com

The Aquarium of the Pacific’s  award-winning  Pacific 
Visions wing provides a unique venue for private 
events, including outdoor picnics and indoor receptions 
or dinners. Other spaces available include the Great Hall, 
Shark Lagoon, and adjacent Shoreline Aquatic Park.
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A Unique Setting 
for Your Event

100 Aq uA r i u m WAy  Lo n g B e Ac h, c A 90802

Aquarium Welcomes Two New 
Members to Its Board of Directors

THE AQUARIUM’S BOARD OF DIRECTORS  added two new members in 
early 2022, Mark Bertrand and Dan Hopper.

Bertrand is vice president of space and defense for Boeing 
Capital Corporation. Prior to joining Boeing, he served as direc-
tor of customer finance for Lockheed Martin Finance Corporation. 
He previously held positions at Bear Stearns, Inc., and BW Bank in 
Stuttgart, Germany. Later, Bertrand received his master’s degree 
in international business administration from the Thunderbird 
School of Global Management in Arizona. Soon after receiving his 
MBA, he was appointed by California’s Governor Pete Wilson to 
lead the California Export Finance Office in San Diego. He serves 
on the board of directors for Easter Seals Southern California and 
the California Chamber of Commerce. He has been involved with 
the Aquarium for many years, serving on the Aquarium’s Sea Fare 
Committee since 2012, as part of the Trustees of the Pacific since 
2013, and is a charter member.

Hopper is the director of Resource and Environmental Planning 
and Strategy for Southern California Edison (SCE). He leads efforts 
at SCE on electrical grid decarbonization, efficient electrification, 
and climate adaptation and resilience, with expertise in economic 
and electric system analysis, decarbonization strategy and policy 
development, and customer clean energy program planning and 

development. He earned a bachelor’s degree in electrical engineer-
ing from the University of Nevada, Reno; a master’s in economics 
from California State University, Fullerton; and a master’s of busi-
ness administration from the University of California, Los Angeles’ 
Anderson School of Management.

Dan HopperMark Bertrand

Members who joined in 2022 represent the 
Aquarium's efforts to add new expertise and 

experience to its Board of Directors.

Aquarium NewsAquarium News
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Eleven Students Selected as 
2022 African American Scholars

THE AQUARIUM ANNOUNCED  its 2022 African American Scholars 
during the African American Festival in February. Eleven students 
were selected to receive scholarship funds and will be invited to 
participate in Aquarium conservation projects, events, and other 
activities through the program, now in its second year.

Applications were submitted by students who demonstrated 
a commitment to studies related to careers in the aquarium 
field, including ocean education, animal husbandry, water qual-
ity, building maintenance or facilities, microbiology, and business 

To learn more about the African American Scholar program 
and the recipients, visit aquariumofpacific.org/multimedia/

africanamericanscholar.

Amanda Frank

Jacqueline Rajerison

Moriah Byrd

Daniel Rankins

Jaylen Citizen

Nefertiti Smith Christman

Daran Towns

Jessica Smith

Nicole Thompson

Paloma Wood-Assemian

Samuel Walkes

management. Award recipients were selected by a committee 
including Aquarium staff members and members of the commu-
nity. Each of the recipients will receive $10,000.

This program is possible thanks to funding from individu-
als and corporate supporters, including Aquarium of the Pacific 
Board members and staff members, The Ahmanson Foundation, 
The Boeing Company, and Poms & Associates.

Aquarium News
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Help Us Reduce Food 
Waste on Your Next Visit 

ON YOUR NEXT VISIT  to the Aquarium, after you finish 
lunch at Café Scuba or grab a coffee and a snack in 
the Great Hall, be sure to help us reduce food waste 
by disposing of your trash in new waste bins in our 
dining areas. 

The new bins include containers for liquid waste, 
recycling, food waste, and other trash. So, you can dump 
out the coffee you didn’t drink in the liquid waste bin 
and the last crumbles of your uneaten sandwich in the 
food waste bin. 

Food waste at the Aquarium is composted in a 
digester that rapidly turns food waste into compost for 
our landscaping. And the rest of our trash is compacted, 
which helps reduce greenhouse gas emissions by reduc-
ing the number of waste hauling trips needed. 

Shorebird Sanctuary Exhibit 
Renovated with New Mural 

IN JANUARY  the mural in the Shorebird Sanctuary 
exhibit was restored by Alice Hsieh, exhibit graphic 
designer and talented artist at the Aquarium. The 
original mural depicting a wetlands habitat had been 
restored once previously, but had become damaged 
and faded in recent years. Hsieh repainted the land-
scape scene, which features a view of wetlands that 
stretch into the distance and a bright blue sky.

Exhibit Graphic Designer Alice Hsieh restored the mural. BEFORE: Over recent years the mural had faded and sustained damage.

AFTER: The newly repainted mural restored its bright colors.

Aquarium NewsAquarium News
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Supporter Stories

Aquarium Partners 
Celebrate Earth Day 

EMPLOYEES FROM SEVERAL  of the Aquarium’s corporate 
partners, including Applied Medical, Bank of America, 
The Boeing Company, California Resources Corporation, 
Fluor, Marathon Petroleum, U.S. Bank, and Windes, 
helped restore local habitat at the Los Cerritos Wetlands 
on Earth Day, April 22. More than 170 corporate volun-
teers donated 425 hours of service by mulching the 
wetlands’ trail systems, planting 130 CSS plants, and 
removing 1,000 pounds of non-native black mustard 
and yellow clover. 

Volunteers also learned about 
the Pacific green sea turtles 
that reside in the wetlands 
and contributed observa-
tional data to the Southern 
California Sea Turtle 
Monitoring Project.

Funding Supports Aquarium 
Programs in Schools 

THANKS TO THE CONTINUED  donor support of the Aquarium’s edu-
cation programs, the Aquarium is once again back in local schools. 
The Aquarium is relaunching familiar favorites like the Aquarium 
on Wheels and rolling out new pilot programs like Mobile Ocean 
Classroom. The pilot program brings an Aquarium educator, biolog-
ical artifacts, media, and hands-on activities onto school campuses. 
The program officially launched for students in grades two through 
five over two Saturdays at Dooley Elementary School in Long Beach. 

“Having the Aquarium at Dooley gave the students 
a special privilege and motivation to come to 
Saturday school. They were amazed that the 

Aquarium could travel and make it to our school. 
It gave them more insight about what is in the 

ocean and why to protect the environment.” 

— SYLVIA CORTES-SAGRERA, third grade teacher, Dooley Elementary School

Philanthropy
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Aquarium  
Board of 
Directors

Executive Officers

• Dr. Peter Kareiva, 
president and CEO

• Mr. Anthony T. Brown, 
VP of Finance/CFO

• Ms. Cecile Fisher, 
VP of Marketing/
Corporate Secretary

Board of Directors

• Mr. Mark Bertrand

• Mr. David Cameron

• Ms. Esther Chui Chao

• Ms. Kathleen Eckert

• Mr. Ed Feo, chair

• Mr. Bob Foster

• Mrs. Charlotte 
Ginsburg

• Ms. Jennifer Hagle, 
board secretary

• Mr. Russell T. Hill

• Mr. Dan Hopper

• Mr. Josh Jones

• Dr. Peter Kareiva

• Mr. Samuel King

• Ms. Stephanie 
Leshney

• Ms. Chanwantha 
Sam Limon

• Mr. Henry Matson

• Mr. John Molina

• Mr. Stephen Olson 

• Mr. Douglas 
Otto, vice chair

• Mr. Mark Paullin

• Mr. Karl Pettijohn

• Mr. Kurt Schulzman

• Mr. Michael 
Sondermann

• Mr. Donald “Tip” 
Tippett

• Mr. Thomas Turney

• Dr. Stephanie Wear

• Mr. Stephen Young

(as of April 30, 2022)
aquariumofpacific.org

Education Donors

THANK YOU  to the following donors for their 
support of the Aquarium of the Pacific’s edu-
cation programs for students, families, and 
our community in 2021.

EVALYN M. BAUER FOUNDATION

BCM FOUNDATION

THE BOEING COMPANY

JOHNNY CARSON FOUNDATION

CONFIDENCE FOUNDATION

THE FOUNDATION OF THE FAMILY 
OF C.M. AND EDNA P. COTTON

EDISON INTERNATIONAL

EEBLUE 

EDWIN AND MARYANN FEO

ELLA FITZGERALD CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

FLUOR FOUNDATION

SHEILA, DAVE AND SHERRY GOLD FOUNDATION

CLAUDIA HARDEN

HEALTHPEAK PROPERTIES, INC. 

BESS J. HODGES FOUNDATION

THE THOMAS AND DOROTHY LEAVEY FOUNDATION

LIONS CLUB CHARITIES

LONG BEACH COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

THE ROBERT AND LISA MARGOLIS 
FAMILY FOUNDATION

THE MILLER FOUNDATION

NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY FOUNDATION

KENNETH T. AND EILEEN L. NORRIS FOUNDATION

NORTHROP GRUMMAN

PACIFIC LIFE FOUNDATION

PAYCOM

PREMIER

THE REINHOLD FOUNDATION

NED SOLOT AND CORRIN YEP

UNION BANK FOUNDATION

U.S. BANK 

WATSON LAND COMPANY

WINDSONG TRUST 

WINNICK FAMILY FOUNDATION

TOMMY WONG

WHITNEY YOUNG CHILDREN'S FOUNDATION

40% are Charter Members 
 members since the Aquarium opened in 1998

And Donors Gave in Other Creative Ways 

raised through matching gifts
$51,516

donated through TikTok and Facebook
$102,997

Support for Special Projects

raised in 2020-21 to
support Sea Otter

Surrogacy

$406,555

raised in 2020-21 to
support African

American Scholars

$166,296

As a non-profit, our Aquarium relies on gifts
from individuals, companies, and foundations to

support a variety of programs.
 

2021 PHILANTHROPY REPORT 

Our end-of-year fundraising
campaign raised over $38,500
 47% of gifts were under $100

Every Gift Made a

Difference

Animal Care &
Conservation

$132,436

Gala
$347,065

Sponsorship
$100,000

General Operating 
Support

$1,455,809

Ocean Science 
Education Program

(OSEP) 
$708,949

Pacific Circle
$727,902

Other
$227,127

$3,600,000
More than 

raised

31 companies and 26 foundations 
contributed over 

$1,200,000

432 Pacific Circle and Steward Circle
members contributed over 

$700,000

For the first time in Aquarium history, our
membership base has surpassed 40,000
member households. We're thrilled to have so
many members in our Aquarium family.  

Philanthropy
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Aquarium Accolades

Carolyn Caldwell 
Heritage Award

The Aquarium presented the Heritage Award 
to Carolyn Caldwell at the African American 
Festival in February. Caldwell is the president 
and chief executive officer of St. Mary Medical 
Center in Long Beach, California, and she is the 
first African American serving in this position. 

A medical technologist by training, Caldwell 
has over thirty years of experience in the 
healthcare industry. She earned her bachelor’s 
degree from Alabama A&M University and her 
master’s degree in healthcare administration 
from Texas Woman's University. 

Caldwell has a passion for working with and 
providing high quality healthcare to vulnerable 
or underrepresented populations. Her efforts 
have earned her several awards, including 
the Palm Springs Human Rights Commission 
Community Service Award in 2015 and Women 
Worth Watching by the Profiles in Diversity 
Journal in 2011. In addition, she received rec-
ognition as a Distinguished Health Care 
Administrator from the Long Beach Section of 
the National Council of Negro Women. 

Caldwell is a fellow with the American 
College of Healthcare Executives, a former 
board member of the American Hospital 
Association, and past chair of the AHA Institute 
for Diversity in Health Management. Caldwell is 
the chair of the Board of Directors of the Long 
Beach Area Chamber of Commerce.

Arrim Jung
Young Hero Award

Arrim Jung was the Aquarium’s Young Hero 
Award recipient at the International Children’s 
Festival in March. Jung is a senior at Whitney 
High School in Cerritos, California, and 
serves as senior class vice president for the 
Associated Student Body. She is the captain of 
the varsity girls golf team, co-president of the 
Newspaper Club, and member of the Eco Club 
and Stem Club. 

Outside of school, Jung is a musician in the 
Orange County Youth Symphony Orchestra, 
treasurer of Future Young Leaders of America, 
and has volunteered for several local orga-
nizations. For the past two years, Jung has 
participated in Brown University’s Summer@
Brown Pre-College Program. In 2020 she wrote 
a research paper on the relationship between 
climate change and natural disasters, focus-
ing on hurricane intensity and by utilizing 
R programming. 

At the Aquarium, Jung joined our 
VolunTEENS program four years ago, and 
now serves as a mentor to other students 
in the program. She has also been an exhibit 
interpreter and is currently a member of 
the Teen Climate Council, where she works 
on projects that encourage others to 
practice sustainability.

Caley Versfelt   
Glenn McIntyre Heritage Award 

The Aquarium presented the Glenn McIntyre 
Heritage Award to Caley Versfelt at the Festival 
of Human Abilities in January. Versfelt is a 
motivational speaker, actor, and media per-
sonality from Manhattan Beach. 

After competing in the Special Olympics 
Southern California as a swimmer, Versfelt 
joined the organization’s Board of Directors 
and was a Games Associate, public speaker, 
and correspondent for the 2015 Special 
Olympics World Games. She is also an ambas-
sador and serves on the Advisory Board for 
Best Buddies, a nonprofit organization dedi-
cated to building friendships, leadership, and 
inclusive living for people with disabilities. 

Versfelt has interviewed celebrities as a 
correspondent at the Media Access Awards 
and for the Special Olympics. As an actor, she 
has appeared on Born This Way on A&E, The 
Good Doctor on ABC, and the reality show 
Needs to Bake. 

Versfelt works as a receptionist at 
Entertainment Industry Foundation, a 
nonprofit that supports charitable organi-
zations that focus on health, education, and 
responding to natural disasters. Through her 
organization Tides of Kindess, Versfelt speaks 
at conferences and other events to encourage 
everyone to develop self-confidence, pursue 
their dreams, and spread kindness. She hopes 
to inspire others to value everyone, regardless 
of their abilities or disabilities. 

Caley Versfelt and Aquarium Vice President of Marketing 
Cecile Fisher

Carolyn Caldwell and Aquarium CFO Anthony Brown. Arrim Jung and Aquarium President and CEO 
Dr. Peter Kareiva.

These awards were presented to honorees during festivals held 
this past winter and spring.

“Thanks to the Aquarium of the Pacific for being such a wonderful partner in our community.” 

—CAROLYN CALDWELL, Heritage Award Honoree

Correction: In the winter 2022 issue on page 26, Staci Wong was incorrectly identified in a photo caption. Her correct title at the Aquarium is interpretation manager.

Accolades
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MOUNTAIN YELLOW-LEGGED FROGS
If you read the winter issue of Pacific Currents, you 
learned the story of some special tadpoles currently 
making a home in a temperature-controlled room in 
The Barn behind Shark Lagoon. In Southern California, 
mountain yellow-legged frogs are native to the San 
Bernardino, San Gabriel, and San Jacinto Mountains, 
but their populations have been shrinking. 

After the Bobcat Fire destroyed one of the frog’s last 
remaining wild habitats, biologists with government 
agencies that monitor this species collected tadpoles 
to be kept safe in human care until a new habitat for 
them could be identified. Next, they enlisted the help 
of zoos and aquariums and other facilities to help this 
species recover.

Since the Aquarium built several exhibits for 
amphibians for the Frogs: Dazzling and Disappearing 
area in the Tropical Pacific Gallery, our staff has gained 
expertise in working with frogs. The Aquarium offered 
to build a holding facility to add to the available space 
for the rescued frogs. The tadpoles are separated into 
two aquarium systems: one for the tadpoles hatched in 
April 2020 and collected from the wild and the other for 
those that were hatched in 2021 at one of the other facil-
ities in the partnership.

Each day our amphibian experts visit the room in the 
morning to check on the tadpoles, ensuring the room 
and water temperatures are still at the correct level 
(about 50 degrees) and that the water flow in the aquar-
iums looks good. They also change out the water, do 
some maintenance and cleaning, and feed the wiggling 
tadpoles, some of which started to metamorphose at the 
end of 2021. As the frog caretakers begin to warm up the 
water temperature and change the lighting schedule to 
simulate longer summer days, they hope to see more 
tadpoles begin metamorphosis into froglets.

WHITE ABALONE
Another important breeding program at the Aquarium 
aims to help rebuild wild populations of abalone off our 
coast. The Aquarium is breeding endangered white aba-
lone in a lab setting and works in coordination with 
other aquariums and partners in the White Abalone 
Recovery Plan. The abalone lab is behind the scenes in 
the Southern California/Baja Gallery. It consists of long 
shallow troughs with tiles that the planktonic abalone 
larvae can settle on as they develop. 

Each year the Aquarium stimulates its abalone to 
spawn, releasing eggs and sperm into the water. Once 
fertilization happens, the eggs hatch into tiny larvae. 
After about a week, the baby abalone settle onto rocks. 

Precious Progeny
Because our animal care and veterinary staff members are experts in caring 
for baby animals, they are often called upon to help raise endangered 
animals as part of important conservation programs. These two programs 
are helping to protect and grow populations of local endangered species.

Abalone ancestry is very important. Through metic-
ulous logging, the recovery plan carefully tracks genetic 
diversity in the population under human care. Once it 
is large enough, each abalone is tagged and color coded 
and can be traced to both its parents and offspring. 
Eventually they grow large enough to be released in 
the ocean. Since 2019 over 7,000 cultured white aba-
lone have been released in Southern California waters 
thanks to this recovery plan.

MORE CONSERVATION PROGRAMS
You can read about these and more of the Aquarium’s 
important conservation programs in the new Babies! 
Gallery in Pacific Visions this summer.
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These moutain yellow-legged frog tadpoles are being kept safe at the Aquarium.

The Aquarium spawns, rears, and releases endangered white abalone.

Conservation CornerConservation Corner
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Make Your Membership  
Go Even Further
Your company might match your membership donation 
and help support the Aquarium’s 12,000 animals. 

Learn more at  
PACIFIC.TO/

MATCHMYGIFT 


