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Buoyancy
What is buoyancy? Let’s explore!

What you’ll need:

● 2 citrus fruits (mandarin oranges work best  but you can try others too)

● Tall jar or large bowl/bucket

● Water

Exploring Buoyancy:

1. Make a hypothesis! What will happen when you place the fruit in the 

water; will it sink or float?

2. Place the fruit in the water and observe what happens.

a. Did the fruit do what you expected? What might be the reason?

3. Now peel the fruit, making sure to remove as much of the pith, or 

white part, as possible. 

4. Make a hypothesis! What will happen to the peeled fruit?

5. Place it in the water and observe what happens.

a. Why do you think peeling the fruit can change what happens?

Buoyancy is a force, it pushes objects up in the water or air, some objects 

shape or density can create more buoyant force.

Further Experimentation: Place other household objects in water that are 

safe to. For each object, make a hypothesis- what do you expect to happen? 

Can you change something about the object to make it float?

Explore further on your own! Use the link below to learn how our divers at 

the Aquarium of the Pacific feed animals during a dive.

https://bit.ly/3g7qBcM

CURIOUS CUTTLEFISH

www.aquariumofpacific.org

Share your adventures and activities online with #aopkidsclub 

https://bit.ly/3g7qBcM

