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The Aquarium of the Pacific is pleased to share our 2025 Impact Report, 
highlighting a year of progress in advancing our mission to instill a sense 
of wonder, respect, and stewardship for the Pacific Ocean, its inhabitants,  
and ecosystems. Through education, conservation, and community 
engagement, the Aquarium welcomed more than 1.5 million guests and 
served over 135,000 students, creating opportunities for people of all ages  
to connect with the ocean and contribute to a more sustainable future.

As a nonprofit organization, this work is only made possible by the continued 
support of our donors, members, and partners. Your generosity enables us 
to expand access to its programs, advance critical conservation efforts, and 
strengthen our role as a trusted resource for ocean education and stewardship. 
Together, we are creating a lasting impact for our community and our ocean.



Making our ocean planet a better place…restoring and preserving nature, 
providing the best quality of life for our animals, and enriching the lives of 
our community. These are all the ways the Aquarium of the Pacific strives 
to make a lasting positive impact. The Aquarium is more than just a place 
to connect with marine life. We also educate and inspire and facilitate 
meaningful connections to each other and nature. Programs like our CELP 
Scholars and free admission to Title I schools, along with our robust  
volunteer program, provide access and build community.

In combination with these programs, it is our innovative conservation 
initiatives that have the potential to make the most lasting impact for all. 
The Aquarium is working to save and bring back species that have entirely 
disappeared from their former range, helping to restore ecosystem balance. 
We are cleaning up marine and coastal ecosystems so that animals and 
human communities can be healthier. We are rescuing individual animals 
that without our intervention would not have survived but now thrive after 
being reintroduced to the wild or are living a stress-free life in the sanctuary 
of the Aquarium if they can’t be put back out into nature.

Impact is at the heart of our organization and would not be possible  
without our staff, Board of Directors, and generous donors and members.  
I am very proud to have joined the Aquarium of the Pacific as the new CEO 
& President and look forward to contributing to and growing even further 
our positive impact on this ocean planet we all depend upon.

Jeff Flocken
CEO & President



EDUCATION

Our education programs inspire curiosity, critical thinking, and 
a deeper connection to the ocean through hands-on experiences, 
in-classroom outreach, and immersive learning opportunities. By 
expanding access to high-quality STEM programs for students from 
diverse backgrounds, we empower the next generation of ocean 
stewards to understand their role and take action toward a more 
sustainable future.



FEILD TRIPS

“When I joined CELP, I was expecting it to be like any other scholar program where you attend 
events and just go about the rest of your day. But instead, it has provided me with a community of 
amazing individuals who all share a similar passion as I do for the marine sciences. We all come 
from different backgrounds so it’s great to bond over shared interests and learn from one another. It 
has truly been one of my greatest support systems when it comes to my career in marine science.”  
- Sarah Rodriguez, CELP Scholar
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99,223 students explored the Aquarium on field trips including 
15,846 students from Title I schools who received free admission.

MOBILE OCEAN CLASSROOM

4,489 students at 31 Long Beach schools participated in  
hands-on scientific learning at no cost through the Mobile  
Ocean Classroom.

AQUARIUM ON WHEELS

16,236 students at 103 schools explored the live  tidepool  
habitat on the Aquarium on Wheels.

CELP SCHOLARS

15 students  from different Southern California colleges 
joined the Community, Equity, Learning, and Persistence (CELP) 
Scholar Program. 49% of the recipients are the first in their family to 
attend college, and 49% are Pell Grant recipients.

PAID INTERNS

20 paid interns gained invaluable professional  
experience alongside Aquarium experts in 8 departments.



UC CLIMATE STEWARDS PROGRAM

In 2025, the Aquarium of the Pacific launched the UC Climate Stewards 
Program in collaboration with the University of California Department 
of Agriculture and Natural Resources and other partners. This program 
brings a new model of community-based climate education to Southern 
California. Through a twelve-week course combining classroom learning, 
field experiences, and hands-on training, participants explored the  
impacts of climate change on local ecosystems while gaining practical 
skills in sustainability and community engagement.

The program empowers participants to take action by developing their 
own stewardship projects and working alongside Aquarium staff to 
create solutions that support environmental and community resilience. 
Made possible through full scholarships from Dr. Allen and Charlotte 
Ginsburg, the program expands access to climate education and  
supports the next generation of ocean stewards. The Aquarium of the 
Pacific certified 12 new Climate Stewards in our first course.

“The UC Climate Stewards program improved both my sense of efficacy in climate resilience and 
my feeling of belonging in community. The program highlighted how positive impacts can be made 
in a variety of meaningful ways with people from so many backgrounds, not just professionals or 
researchers but everyday humans like myself.” - Cat Santacruz, 2025 UC Climate Stewards
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Your support provided 
15,846 students from  
Title I schools with free 
Aquarium admission  
last year.

15,846



We are committed to protecting vulnerable ocean species, both behind 
the scenes and in the field. Through science-based initiatives, partnerships, 
and community-driven programs, the Aquarium works to address  
environmental challenges while supporting efforts to safeguard the  
ocean for future generations.

CONSERVATION



2,454 endangered White Abalone reared at the Aquarium were 
outplanted in 2025, bringing the total since the program began in 2019 
to 19,382.

The first ever sunflower sea star went on exhibit, with 5 juvenile  
sunflower sea stars currently being raised behind the scenes.

 
We paired 7 orphaned sea otter pups with a surrogate mother as part 
of a partnership with the Monterey Bay Aquarium Sea Otter Surrogacy 
Program.

186  Mountain Yellow-Legged Frogs released back to the San Gabriel 
mountains and 733 are currently being raised for future release.

Aquarium divers spent 98.3 hours underwater on 149 dives for  
conservation projects.

3  injured sea turtles were rescued, rehabilitated, and released by  
the Aquarium.

“Time and again, our staff are prepared to prioritize aid for animals in their time of need, 
which is nothing short of inspirational.” - Nate Jaros, Vice President of Animal Care

| CONSERVATION |



WILDLIFE RESCUE

In response to the 2025 Palisades Fire, the Aquarium of the Pacific 
led critical efforts to rescue endangered northern tidewater  
gobies from the impacted Topanga Canyon Lagoon. As ash, debris, 
and chemical runoff threatened one of the species’ few remaining 
habitats, Aquarium biologists worked alongside partners to safely 
relocate the fish and provide expert care. Listed as endangered 
since 1994, tidewater gobies play a vital role in coastal ecosystems, 
making their protection essential to the health of local habitats.

After five months of care at the Aquarium and partner facilities, the 
gobies were successfully returned to the wild in the Santa Monica 
Mountains, supporting the recovery of one of the region’s most 
significant populations. In recognition of this effort, the Aquarium 
of the Pacific was honored by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for 
its leadership in protecting this vulnerable species. Through  
efforts like this, the Aquarium continues to support the recovery of 
vulnerable species and local ecosystems.

| CONSERVATION |



We paired 7 orphaned sea 
otter pups with surrogate 
mothers in 2025.
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Volunteers play a vital role in advancing our mission and  
strengthening our connection to the community. From long- 
standing volunteers to youth participants in programs like  
VolunTEENs, they expand access to our programs, support  
conservation efforts, and inspire others to protect the ocean and  
its inhabitants.

COMMUNITY



VOLUNTEERS

1,688 volunteers contributed 145,645  hours across 7  
Aquarium departments.

EDUCATION VOLUNTEERS
HOURS 62,623
VOLUNTEERS  625

YOUTH STEWARDSHIP 
PROGRAMS
HOURS 25,427
VOLUNTEERS  432

DIVE VOLUNTEERS
HOURS 18,191
VOLUNTEERS  133

BIRDS, AMPHIBIANS,  
MAMMALS, AND VET
HOURS 17,167
VOLUNTEERS  109

AQUARIST VOLUNTEERS
HOURS 10,979
VOLUNTEERS  83

CONSERVATION AND 
COMMUNITY SCIENCE
HOURS 6,408
VOLUNTEERS  432

| COMMUNITY |



VOLUNTEENS

211  VolunTEENs and 44 Mentors contributed 19,243 hours  
engaging guests in marine science through interactive stations.

TEEN CLIMATE COUNCIL AND  
TEEN SCIENCE CAFE

70  teens participated in Teen Climate Council and 31  teens  
participated in Teen Science Café, contributing 4,228 hours.

14,670  people attended Teen Climate Fest, an annual conser-
vation and sustainability event hosted by the Teen Climate Council. 

STUDENT ECO AMBASSADORS  
TRIP TO OAXACA

10  Student Eco Ambassadors traveled to Oaxaca, Mexico to  
support conservation efforts for olive ridley, green, and  
leatherback sea turtles, gaining hands-on field biology experience.

HIGH TIDE FILM FESTIVAL

96 students from 28  high schools submitted 48  films focused 
on marine species and habitats, ocean celebrities, and fish tales.

“TCC and the Aquarium have shaped me into the 
person I am now, and I will forever carry what I 
have learned. Thank you to the Aquarium for  
giving me the opportunity to be the person I am 
now, I am very grateful for all the opportunities.”  
- 2025 Teen Climate Council Member

| COMMUNITY |



SEA TURTLE MONITORING
In 2008, two Aquarium of the Pacific volunteers documented the  
year-round presence of green sea turtles in the San Gabriel River,  
establishing it as the northernmost known habitat for Pacific green 
sea turtles (Chelonia mydas). This discovery launched a long-standing 
partnership among the Aquarium, the Los Cerritos Wetlands Authority, 
Tidal Influence, NOAA Fisheries, and conservation and wildlife  
management groups. Together, these partners established a  
community science program dedicated to long-term sea turtle  
monitoring.

In 2025, 116  volunteers spent over 2,061  hours monitoring the San 
Gabriel River for pacific green sea turtles. In that time, the volunteers 
counted over 13,000 green sea turtle sightings.

Consistent volunteer presence on the river allowed the Aquarium  
to respond quickly to emerging threats and conservation needs.  
Between January and July 2025, two sea turtle rescues were directly 
initiated by sea turtle monitoring volunteers. The volunteers identified 
the distressed turtles, reported their concerns, and remained on site 
until Aquarium of the Pacific responders arrived. Both sea turtles  
underwent lifesaving care at the Aquarium and were later released 
back into the wild.

“It amazes me we have so much wildlife - from nudibranchs to grunion to sea turtles to giant whales - along our 
highly urbanized coast. The sea turtles inspire wonder and encouragement. The same goes for the staff and the 
other volunteers I get to work with.” - Tamara Mason, Sea Turtle Monitoring Volunteer



The Aquarium of the Pacific debuted Our Living Coastline in summer 2025, 
transforming the California Terrace into an immersive outdoor experience  
focused on local coastal habitats. The reimagined space highlights shores,  
wetlands, and tidepools, introducing two new touchpools set within a  
lifelike rock structure designed to replicate the movement and energy of a rocky 
shoreline. With surging water, cascading waterfalls, and peek-through viewing 
windows, guests can observe and interact with species such as sea stars, sea ur-
chins, and sea anemones while learning about their role in California’s  
coastal ecosystems.

The exhibit also features an enhanced Shorebird Sanctuary, where a redesigned 
beach slope and boardwalk pathway encourage natural behaviors and provide 
guests with an up-close view of birds native to coastal wetlands. Educational 
staff engage visitors throughout the space, fostering a deeper understanding 
of local habitats and the importance of protecting them. By connecting guests 
directly to the diversity of life along the California coast, Our Living Coastline 
encourages a greater appreciation for these environments and the role each of us 
plays in their stewardship.

EXPLORING OUR 
LIVING COASTLINE



We want to teach healthy 
respect for ecosystems. We 
want to relate that respect 
for our local tidepools and 
tidepools up and down the 
western coast of the  
United States.

“

”- Nate Jaros, Vice President of Animal Care



The Aquarium experienced strong revenue in attendance, membership sales, 
retail sales, and philanthropic giving in 2025 with resulting net activity of 
$5,890,412.

FINANCIALS
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Personnel 	 $29,522,344  

Administrative 	 $9,564,928

Facility 	 $10,943,450  

Marketing 	 $2,171,427  

Program Services 	 $2,942,043  

Other  	 $1,961,357

Total  	 $57,105,549 
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Earned Revenue 	 $10,284,922 

Membership	 $5,803,656 

Fundraising	 $5,034,879 

Admission	 $40,026,361 

Other income 	 $1,846,143 

Total: 	 $62,995,961 



Thank You to all of our treasured donors who made contributions 
 in support of the Aquarium in 2025. Our accomplishments would not have  
been possible without you.

2025 DONORS



$500,000+
National Oceanic and Atmospheric  
Administration (NOAA), U.S.  
Department of Commerce
Kemper and JoAnn Shaw

$200,000+

Coleen G Spalsbury Living Trust

$100,000+

Dorrance Family Foundation
Institute of Museum and Library  
Services
Molina Family Foundation
Robert and Kathleen Henderson 
The Robert and Lisa Margolis  
Family Foundation
Windsong Trust

$50,000+

Attwood Williams Charitable  
Foundation
The Boeing Company
Edison International
Kenneth T. and Eileen L.  
Norris Foundation
Marathon Los Angeles Refinery
McKinnell Family Foundation
Stephen and Brenda Olson
Prince-Hum Family
Ralph and Hazel Osborn and Lois J. 
Roork Charitable Trust

$25,000+

AES and Los Cerritos Wetlands  
Authority
Appleby Foundation
Bank of America
Barbara Bixby Blackwell
Esther S. M. Chui Chao

Dora Elphick Harben and George  
Harben Endowment
Ms. Kathleen Eckert
Mrs. Charlotte R. Ginsburg and  
Dr. Allen H. Ginsburg
Johnny Carson Foundation 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
Mark C. Paullin
Robin and John Renfro
Kent Russell
Daniel and Rebecca Siskin
Temple Family Charitable Foundation
U.S. Bank
James Vironda

$10,000+

Anonymous
Association of Zoos and Aquariums
Robert Barackman and  
Katrina Ray-Barackman
Jeanie Belkin
Mark S. Bertrand and  
Robert K. Stanton
Harbor Breeze 
California Resources Corporation
Capital Group
City National Bank
Confidence Foundation
Norman and Diane Delaterre
Margaret Elder
Farmers & Merchants Bank
Edwin and Maryann Feo
Dr. Gary Grimm and  
Linda Dakin-Grimm
Bob and Jennifer Hagle
Halbert Hargrove
William W. Hocke
Valerie and Bob Hoffman
Hans and Valerie Imhof
John and Nancy Edwards  
Family Foundation
The Johnathan and Nicole Cronstedt 
Foundation
The Ken and Debbie Johnson  
Foundation
Josh Jones and Tweeny Kau
Mr. Scott Jordan and Ms. Gina Valdez 

King’s Seafood Company
Stephanie and Tyler Leshney
Ken McBride
National Marine Sanctuary Foundation
The New L Family Fund
Northrop Grumman
Susann H. Norton
Pramuditya and Lucia Oen
Douglas Otto and Freda Hinsche Otto
Pacific Life Foundation
Christine L. Peck
Karl Pettijohn
Ms. Shirley H. Pettijohn
Phantasos Foundation
Port of Long Beach
Dr. Alan Robb and Dr. Guadalupe 
Padilla-Robb
Schulzman-Neri Foundation
Sheila, Dave and Sherry Gold  
Foundation
Allison Sheridan
Robert and Priscilla Siskin
Michael and Mildred Sondermann
Virginia Stover and David Huff
The Suggs Family Foundation
Glenn Suhd
Thomas and Tina Taylor
TCI Transportation Services
The Thomas and Dorothy Leavey  
Foundation
Tom Turney and Jill Boivin
Whitney Young Children’s Foundation

$5,000+

Steven and Sheri Altieri
Anonymous
Bess J. Hodges Foundation
Jay Bettinger
Donald and Judith Black
Doug and Beth Buurma
Ying Cai and Wann Lee
Silvio and Dawn Chianese
John and Judy Chrispens
David C. Comer
Paul Cooley and Rebekah Gladson
Donald F. Desfor and Carol Duong



Disney VoluntEARS Community Fund
Evalyn M. Bauer Foundation
Lia Frazier and Jeff Marcotte
Geof Garth
Jacky Glass
Great Public Schools Now
Josephine S. Gumbiner Foundation
Gerard Hanley and Donna Chinn
Darren and Kym Henderson
Ann M. Herring
Russ and Avalon Hill
Intex Recreation Corp.
Michael Jansen
Mrs. Alicia Jensen and Mr. Kurt Jensen
KLM Foundation
Joan Knight
Randall and Bernice Lake
Lakeside Foundation
Los Angeles Rod and Reel  
Club Foundation
Macfarland Family Foundation
Matson
Cindy L. Matsumoto and  
Gary Y. Matsumoto, Ed.D.
Christine McDonald
Katherine Moore
Simona Morris
Kathie Nirschl
Dr. Dharini Patel
Lyn and John Pohlmann
Dennis C. Poulsen
Diana Putz
Bruce and Patricia Rape
Mary C. Rooney
Dan Salas and Family
William and Diane Salter
James and Sheila Schlee
Sonja and Patrick Seaver
Stewart F. Sexton
Claudia Sloan
Jean Bixby Smith
Del and Carole Stagg
Chris Stanford and Carla Stanford
Yassaman Tarazkar and Nury Vera
Linda Tatum
Mr. and Mrs. William D. Timberlake
Viktoria Engel Tyer

Ms. Deborah T. Uba and  
Dr. Grant W. Uba Sr.
Watson Land Company
Tommy Wong
Steve and Marlene Young

$2,500+

Anonymous
Howard and Nikki Applebaum
Dr. Kim A. Armstrong
Jennifer and Allen Bagley
Morgan Barrows and Anthony Pichardo
Eileen and Justin Boseant
Richard Boucher and Andrea Amram
James and Barbara Brownell
Todd and Cory Buchner
Eileen and Andrea Cabus
Jaime Carlson and Juan Capdet
Dr. Stanley Clark II and  
Caroline B. Clark
Marcus Cooke and Spring Isle Cooke
Cosestudi
Ronald and Susan Duncan
John and Vickie Dupuy
Ella Fitzgerald Charitable Foundation
Barbara Ellis
Epson America, Inc.
John Fielder and Donita Van Horik
Cecile Fisher and Isaias Castellanos
Vicki Kane and Michael Gaczkowski
Amelia and Paul Garcia
Rocky and Deborah Gentner
Mr. Rickey Green
Robert and Marilyn Grove
Donald and Christine Hafeman
John W. Hancock Foundation
HGA
Jim and Donna Hibbert
Suzanne Kelley
Shareen and Todd King
Jeanne and Ronald Kipp
The Kleiner Cohen Foundation
Dr. Geraldine Knatz Ph.D. and  
John Mulvey
LBS Financial Credit Union

Kathleen LeClair
Leslie and Charlotte Moore Memorial 
Foundation
Marlene and Robin Beth Leviton
Marc and Chanwantha Sam Limon
Janet and Nathan Low
Gary and Gretchen Marlotte
Margaret Merryfield
Larry and Susan Maxson
Edward and Carol McKeown
Thresa and Dave McMurtrey
Janet Mentzer
David and Jean Merrill
Molina Family Foundation
Rod Nakamoto and Elsie Nakamoto
Kenny and Soraya Nakamura
Dana Noble
Pacific Industrial
Pamela Paterson and Robin Paterson
Paycom
Payden & Rygel Global Headquarters
James A. Reep Family Foundation
Mr. Michael C. Rotolo
Amy Santa Cruz
Eileen and Fred Schoellkopf Family 
Foundation
Dave Shlemmer
Susan Shultz
Sidney Stern Memorial Trust
Julie and Dennis Singer
Jeanne B. Sleeper
Paul and Jamie Sprague
Alexandra and Terrence Sullivan
Scott Sweetow
Glenn and Maria Tarapchak
TG Construction, Inc.
TJP, Inc.
David Vandervoet
Robert and Maureen Watts
Rebecca and Jason Webb
Wells Fargo
Dr. James and Karen Wells
Tamara and Chandler White
Cristine Wolf
Laura Yescas and Fabian Yescas, Sr



$1,500+

Activision Inc.
Age of Aquariums
The Amgen Foundation
Pamela Angeles
Ardurra
Ryan Ashton
Rob Bellevue and Margaret Smith
Michael Barnard and Catherine Kim
Mark and Joyce Barnett
Stuart Berryhill and Lily Lim
Donald and Judy Bogart
Yvonne M. Bogdanovich
Phil and Charlene Bosl
Bryce and Elizabeth Bostwick
Bonnie Brae
Dr. Alan Brooks and Mrs. Rosecarrie 
Brooks
Roderic Buck and Mercy Rodri-
guez-Buck
Ronald Burch
Phil and Carol Burtis
Rosalie Carswell
Cemrock Landscapes
Chevron USA, Inc
Karen Conmy and Lori Sherrill
Sally J. Cook and David M. Cook
Rachel Mariscal Creasey and  
Brian Creasey
Denise Dietz
The Walt Disney Company
Dr. Charles and Margaret Durnin
Don and Gay Durward
David and Sheila Eaton
Kenneth and Katherine Ellis
David Erickson
Kevan and Bridget Flanigan
Linda Fletcher
Andrew Flynn
Suzanne Forman
Matthew Francev
Janice Harvey Frank
Judith Fredericks and Jeanne Amati
Russ and Karen Frerer
Michael and Christine Gallagher
 

Alma Gallegos
IMO Vicki Gausepohl
Timothy and Jennifer Glugosh
Jonathan Gordon
Greg and Marlene Gosser
Nicole Gutierez and Jake Cheikha
Bradley Hagstrand
Christina Hall and John Gresham
Cynthia Hamilton and John Battenfeld
Dr. Carl T. Hartman and  
Mrs. Elise Hartman
William and Paulette Heath
Joseph Herron and Patricia Baird
Quinn Higgins
Matthew and Rachel Hole
Albert C. Hu and Michele E. Brantner
Denise Hurst
Johnson Family
Mr. David Julifs and  
Ms. Roxann Marumoto
Kardent Design
Joel R. Kessler
Nancy and Ronald Koelling
KSR Foam and Technical Products LLC
Dr. and Mrs. Micheal A. Kuhn
Bonnie and Hank Landsberg
Trish and Don Lange
Michele A. Leonard
Art Levitt
Patrick and Laura Lewis
Michael and Vanessa Lewis
Dr. Glenn F. Libby M.D. and  
Mrs. Gael Libby
Brett M. Long
Barbara Long and William Waterhouse
Margie Masterson
Lisa and Dolly Masui
Sheri McClanahan
Jeannette Meyer
Cheryl and Arthur Milas
Dr. Deborah H. Milligan and  
Bryan Jones
Scott Mockler
John Mondi
Michael K. Nakashoji
Tobi I. Neer
Margie and Frank Newell
Jordan Opre

Kenneth and Linda Owens
Chapin Paullin
Justin Paxton and Andrew McLaughlin
John F. Penny and Christopher  
Kurimoto
Nancy Pinckert
Barbara A. Pollack and  
John A. Burkholder
Kenneth and Marilyn Prindle
Martha T. Reis
Eddie and Leigh Robinson
Suzanne Rosenberg
Kyle Saint-Romain and Francesca 
Saint-Romain
Stacey and Gilbert Sattler
Kenneth Schlapp and Hiroko Tanji
The Shadden Family
Jon Shank and Jonathan Shank
Tom Sheahan
Max Sherman
Fabio Simi
Samuel and Nadia Sorto
Jeffrey Spofford
Brandon and Jennifer Spurgeon
Charles and Ellen Steinmetz
Steven and Marian Stocking
Takehiko Suzuki and Deborah May
Gloria and Patricia Tapanes
Susan Tate
Christina and Steve Teubner
Mark and Kristen Thompson
Albert F. Thuente
Michael and Pauline Timoney
Terry Ulaszewski
UnitedHealth Group
John and Judi Uphold
Angelica Vazquez and Janel Chairez
Heather and Mike Vogel
Paulina Robledo Williams and  
Mark Williams
Trevor Wong
Richard and Jack Wright
Philip and Christine Yamauchi
Mariangela Yount and Barbara Tuchi
Dawn Zaha and Derek Brown
Teresa Zimmerman-Liu and  
Elizabeth Liu



Thank you for your support as we adapt and grow,  
inspiring others to find their place in science and  

preserving nature for future generations.

THANK YOU
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