
    
 
 
Contacts: Marilyn Padilla / Adrian Samora / Claire Atkinson 

     Aquarium of the Pacific 
     (562) 951-1684 / (562) 951-3197 / (562) 951-1678 
     mpadilla@lbaop.org / asamora@lbaop.org / catkinson@lbaop.org 
 
MEDIA ALERT/PHOTO OPPORTUNITY  Sea Turtle Images/B-roll Available on Request 

 
ENDANGERED SEA TURTLE REHABILITATED AND TO BE RELEASED BACK 

INTO ITS OCEAN HOME 
 

Aquarium of the Pacific and NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service will release the 
endangered sea turtle back into the wild on Thursday, September 5, 2013 with the help 

of the Port of Long Beach and Harbor Breeze Cruises 

 
WHAT: After being rehabilitated by the Aquarium of the Pacific for several months, an endangered olive 

Ridley sea turtle will make its swim home on Thursday, September 5 with the help of the 
Aquarium of the Pacific, NOAA, Port of Long Beach, and Harbor Breeze Cruises. As a permitted 
institution for helping stranded sea turtles, the Aquarium was selected by NOAA’s National 
Marine Fisheries Service to provide veterinary care and housing for the rescued animal. Marine 
Animal Rescue found the sea turtle stranded on Venice Beach in January. It was severely 
underweight, hypothermic, and had buoyancy problems when it was rescued. The sea turtle 
was transported to the Aquarium of the Pacific on January 9, 2013 for rehabilitation and care 
and is ready for release. Members of the media are invited to watch as Aquarium of the Pacific 
and NOAA experts transport the endangered animal for its return home.  

 
WHEN: Thursday, September 5 at 8:45 a.m.-10:00 a.m.  

8:45 a.m. Media gather on the Aquarium’s plaza to prepare for their shots 
9:00 a.m. Turtle is transported from the Aquarium’s plaza to the Port of Long Beach’s boat  
9:10 a.m. Media board Harbor Breeze Cruises to view the ocean release with experts 

onboard for interviews 
10:00 a.m. Boat returns to the dock 

 
Please note that due to safety of the animal, media will not be allowed on the boat with the sea 
turtle. However, media will be able to board a Harbor Breeze Cruises vessel to obtain footage of 
the release of the turtle into the ocean. B-roll and photos from the release boat will be available. 

 
WHO:  Christina Fahy, Sea Turtle Recovery coordinator, NOAA Fisheries Service 
  Dr. Lance Adams, veterinarian, Aquarium of the Pacific 
     
WHERE: Aquarium of the Pacific (front plaza), 100 Aquarium Way, Long Beach, CA 90802 
MEDIA  
RSVP:            Marilyn Padilla, Aquarium of the Pacific, (562) 951-1684, mpadilla@lbaop.org 
 
PUBLIC: Aquarium experts have attached a temporary GPS device to track the turtle’s movements, 

which can be viewed from www.aquariumofpacific.org. The tracker allows experts to learn more 
about endangered sea turtles to further their conservation. All seven sea turtle species are listed 
in the Endangered Species Act. Sea turtles suffer from habitat loss due to coastal development 
in their native habitats, overcrowded beaches, and poaching. People can help sea turtles by 
preventing trash from entering our waterways, choosing sustainable tourism, and volunteering 
with the Aquarium’s local sea turtle monitoring program 
http://www.aquariumofpacific.org/news/story/citizen_science_project_seeks_volunteers. 
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