
 
Watershed Service Learning Project (Grades K-5) 

 
Objective: Students will demonstrate the concept of bioaccumulation through a hands-on 
activity.  
 
California State Standards:  
Science: K: 3c. 1st: 4e. 2nd: 4a, 4g. 3rd: 3b, 3c, 3d. 4th: 6a, 6b. 5th: 3d, 3e, 6h. 
 
Background: Service-learning engages students in meaningful service to their 
communities.  Students can use their academic skills to learn about real-world issues and 
apply critical thinking to find solutions to problems.  Your class can choose an ocean-
oriented service-learning project to complete as a class and help gain a sense of 
stewardship for the ocean. 
 
Materials: 

• Only as needed 
 
Procedure: 
Possible service projects could include: 

• Beach clean-up: www.beachcleanup.org 
• Whale counts: www.acsonline.org 
• Bird count: www.nwf.org 
• Composting program at school 
• Recycle program at school 
• Recycling contest between grades or classes 
• Recycled art projects 
• Visit a local farmers market to learn about local produce and farming practices 
• Participate in the Ocean Conservancy's International Coastal Cleanup: 

http://www.oceanconservancy.org/site/PageServer?pagename=press_icc&JServSe
ssionIdr002=mydwq0roq5.app7b 

• Participate in a costal restoration project: 
http://www.coastal.ca.gov/publiced/UNBweb/restore.html or 
http://www.bolsachicalandtrust.org/restoration.html 

• Fieldtrip to El Dorado Nature Center: 
www.longbeach.gov/park/facilities/parks/el_dorado_nature_center.asp 

• Fieldtrip to Bolsa Chica Wetlands: www.bolsachica.org/About/misson.html 
• Fieldtrip to tide pools at Cabrillo State Park: www.nps.gov/cabr/classroom.html 
• Fieldtrip to the San Pedro Marine Mammal Care Center: 

http://www.sanpedrochamber.com/champint/mamalctr.htm 
• Fieldtrips to local companies or industries that deal with pollution prevention 
• Visit a recycling plant to learn more about where our recyclables go 
• Invite guest speakers on pollution prevention and/or environmental safety 
• Fieldtrip to the Aquarium of the Pacific to learn more about the ocean: 

www.aquariumofpacific.org 
 


