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I
n spring 2016 scientists found evidence 
of mass bleaching on Australia’s great 
Barrier reef, resulting in the loss of up to 
half of the coral in the northern portion 

of the 1,400-mile-long reef. More than 90 
percent of the reef experienced some level of 
bleaching, according to aerial surveys con-
ducted by Australia’s National Coral Bleaching 
Task Force (coralcoe.org.au). The New York 
Times reported in May that this was the most 
extreme bleaching event scientists have 
ever recorded.

Bleaching occurs when ocean water tem-
peratures rise and cause corals to expel the 
symbiotic algae living in the corals’ tissues. This 
prevents the coral from feeding on nutrients 
the algae produce via photosynthesis and could 
eventually cause the coral to die. If water tem-
peratures drop quickly enough, the algae may 
recolonize and save the coral. Bleaching can 
also be a reaction to extreme weather events.

Scientists point to El Niño and climate change 
as the causes of the increase in water tempera-
ture that led to the bleaching event in the early 
part of this year. The southern portion of the 
reef was protected to some extent by cloud cov-
er that kept water temperatures lower in March. 
While El Niño and tropical storms are regular, 
natural occurrences, the increased ocean water 
temperatures and rising sea level attributed to 
climate change increase their frequency and 
impact, making it harder for corals to recover. 
The United Nations' Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change calls coral bleaching the 
most widespread and conspicuous impact of 
climate change.

Bleaching events can take decades, even cen-
turies, to recover from. Coral reefs provide food 
and shelter for a wide variety of marine species, 
from fishes, crabs, and sponges to sea turtles 
and seahorses. The loss of corals means the 
animals that rely on them may also disappear. 
Local fishermen suffer because reef-based fish-
eries collapse during bleaching events. Tourism 
economies are also impacted when reefs are 
bleached, and coastlines are exposed to greater 
damage caused by waves and storms. Tourism 
to the Great Barrier Reef generates $3.9 billion 
in income and employs nearly 70,000 people, 
according to CNN.
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Australia’s National Coral Bleaching Task Force conducted aerial surveys to determine the extent of the damage to the Great Barrier Reef.

Bleaching events can take decades, 
even centuries, to recover from.

A study published in Nature in 
June looked at reef conserva-
tion around the world and 
found several “bright spots” 
where coral reefs are thriving 
in the Solomon Islands, parts of 
Indonesia, Papua New Guinea, 
and Kiribati. These areas had 
one attribute in common: 
Fishing rights were given to 
traditional local fishers and not 
outsiders. In places where local 
people were dependent on the 
reef for fishing, those people 
were better reef stewards. 
The study’s authors encour-
aged governments to regulate 
markets for better ocean 
stewardship and consumers to 
demand sustainable seafood.
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Pacific currents is published for members of the 
aquarium of the Pacific. Please send your comments 
to our editorial staff at pacificcurrents@lbaop.org.

Our MissiOn | to instill a sense of wonder, 
respect, and stewardship for the Pacific Ocean, its 
inhabitants, and ecosystems. 

Our VisiOn | to create an aquarium dedicated to 
conserving and building natural capital (nature and 
nature's services) by building social capital (the 
interactions between and among peoples). 

Pacific currents staff | editor/Writer: claire 
atkinson | copy editor: cecile fisher | Designer: 
andrew reitsma | contributing Writers: erin english, 
alana Garibaldi, nicole Malina, and Lindsay Yates.  

aquariuM HOurs | Open daily from 9:00 a.m.– 
6:00 p.m. except December 25 and during the 
Grand Prix of Long Beach. 

MeMBersHiP Office HOurs
8:00 a.m.–5:30 p.m. daily

PHOne nuMBers (562 area code)
General information ........590-3100
faX .......................................951-1629
Membership ......................437-fisH (3474)
Development ....................951-1605
Pacific circle ......................951-5387
Lost & found .....................951-1733
Private event info ............951-1663
education Programs .......590-1300
Gift store ............................951-1sea (1732)
advanced ticket sales ...590-3100, ext. 0
(note: $2 service charge per ticket, up to $10.)

Group reservations ........590-3100

The Aquarium of the Pacific 
is a non-profit 501(c)3 
institution. To provide exciting 
and innovative exhibits and 
educational programs, we 
rely heavily on the generous 
donations of individuals, 
foundations, and corporations.
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letter from the Ceo

I
hope you hAve hAd A 
ChAnCe to visit Vanishing 
Animals, the Aquarium’s exhibit 
highlighting endangered animals 

and how we can avoid a mass extinction 
in the ocean. With the wide variety of 
pressures ocean animals and ecosystems 
face, it is clear that it will take all of us 
working together to help ensure a healthy ocean in the 
future. Ocean conservation is a global challenge, and 
everyone will play a role.

The Aquarium will help its visitors better understand 
this challenge and imagine what the future of our planet 
could look like in its new Pacific Visions wing slated to 
open in late 2018. This expansion will include a state-
of-the-art interactive theater, a larger changing exhibit 
gallery, and an art gallery.

The new Pacific Visions wing will be one of the most 
powerful venues in the world for communicating the 
challenges our ocean faces and the opportunities it holds. 
It will empower our visitors to do more for our planet, and 
it will redefine what an aquarium can and should do in the 
twenty-first century. When the Pacific Visions expansion 
is complete, the Aquarium will have the capacity to serve 
2 million visitors annually. This represents an unprec-
edented opportunity to educate the public about the 
relationship between humans and the World Ocean and to 
motivate people of all ages to act.

I am pleased to announce the latest major pledge 
toward the Pacific Visions campaign, a significant gift from 
the Ahmanson Foundation received this summer. With 
this pledge, the Ahmanson Foundation is affirming our 
institution’s commitment to public education on matters 
that affect us all.

To learn more about the Pacific Visions campaign and 
the new wing, I encourage you to visit pacificvisions.
org, where you can see our plans in detail. The website 
features sections on the expansion’s architecture, pro-
gramming, major donors, and places to ask questions and 
lend your support. Aquarium visitors can also see a scale 
model of the expansion in the Aquarium’s Pacific Visions 
preview area near the front entrance. 

You can play a role in this next chapter by making a do-
nation in support of Pacific Visions. I invite you to join us in 
our vision to create an aquarium dedicated to conserving 
and building natural capital (nature and nature’s services) 
by building social capital (the interactions between and 
among peoples).

Thank you for your ongoing support.

Sincerely,

Jerry R. Schubel

deAr memBers,

CoveR: 

Aviculturist Cara Templeton cares for 
the Aquarium's Guam Kingfishers, 
which are extinct in the wild.
AndRew ReitSmA

CoveR inSet:

Turtle outfitted with a satellite tag is 
released offshore of Saipan.
tAmmy SummeRS/noAA/nmfS/PACifiC iSlAndS fiSHeRieS 
SCienCe CenteR Blog

Fall 2016  |  Pacific Currents  |  3



T he AquArium’s mAgellAniC penguins have had a successful 
breeding season, resulting in two male penguin chicks that went on 
public view in the June Keyes penguin habitat on August 18. Patsy 

and Robbie are the first-time parents of one of the chicks (which hatched on 
May 25), and Kate and Avery are parents to the other, their second (which 
hatched on May 17). Magellanic Penguins are a temperate species native to the 
coasts of Argentina and Chile in South America. 

The parents cared for the baby penguins on their nests for about a month. 
After that, the chicks were ready to go to their behind-the-scenes nursery to 
learn to take whole fish from keepers for feedings and to swim in shallow pools. 
The chicks were ready to join the rest of the penguin colony after they fledged, 
or replaced their downy newborn feathers with water-tight feathers. Fledging 
takes place about ninety days after the chicks hatch. The chicks cannot go into 
the water until they have adult feathers that provide the necessary waterproof-
ing they need to stay warm and swim successfully. 

Before the chicks entered the exhibit, the Aquarium’s veterinary staff con-
ducted physical exams on each bird. Additionally, a blood sample was drawn to 
determine their sex (male and female penguins look exactly alike, so the sexes 
cannot be determined visually). Donors to the Aquarium’s Adopt an Animal 
program had the opportunity to suggest names for one of the chicks, and the 
other will be named by the highest bidder in a live auction during the annual Sea 
Fare fundraising event on October 22.

The two chicks hatched in 2016 represent the fourth generation of Aquarium-
born penguins. One penguin hatched in 2015 (Lily), four hatched in 2014 
(Paddles, Jayde, Mattson, and Skipper) and two hatched in 2013 (Heidi and 
Anderson).

This was the Aquarium's fourth successful 
breeding season.

Visitors to the Aquarium’s website 
can watch live as the young pen-
guins acclimate to their new home 
in the June Keyes Penguin Habitat. 
Cameras are located above and be-
low the water, providing a real-time 
view of the lives of the Aquarium’s 
penguins. The webcams have been 
provided courtesy of explore.org, the 
philanthropic multimedia arm of the 
Annenberg Foundation. 

Two New Penguins Joined Exhibit in August

Kate and Avery’s 
chick, their second, 
hatched on May 
17. He has several 
evenly spaced spots 
on his belly.

Patsy and Robbie’s 
chick, their first, 
hatched on May 
25. He can be 
distinguished by the 
gray coloration on 
his face.
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I n mAy the Aquarium’s aquarists 
captured a male ribbon dragon 
giving birth on video for the first 

time. Male ribbon dragons incubate the 
female’s eggs in a specialized brood pouch 
located on the underside of their bodies. It 
takes about two weeks for the babies to fully 
develop. When the babies begin to hatch, 
the male twists and turns his body to release 
them from his pouch. 

This birth resulted in nearly 200 babies. 
The babies look like miniature adults and im-
mediately begin a planktonic lifestyle drifting 

with water currents. During this stage, they 
eat zooplankton, tiny microscopic organ-
isms, like copepods, that also drift with 
the currents. After about two weeks, 
the babies find a suitable habitat 
(seaweed or seagrass beds) 
and begin a benthic (bottom-
dwelling) lifestyle like the 
adults. They will continue to 
grow and develop on a diet of 
mysid shrimp.

Ribbon Dragon Birth Captured on Video

I n mAy the Aquarium’s 
breeding pair of guam 
Kingfishers laid its first 

clutch of eggs, soon followed by 
a second. while none of the eggs 
successfully hatched a chick, the 
Aquarium’s staff members are 
encouraged by this reproductive 
activity and are hopeful that 
future efforts will be successful. 
this bird species can lay eggs up 
to four times per year.

guam Kingfishers are 
challenging to breed. About 40 
percent of all guam Kingfisher 

eggs laid are typically not fertile, 
and of those that are, about 25 
percent fail to develop and hatch 
properly. in 1988 the captive 
breeding program started with 
twenty-eight birds, and there 
are only about 160 almost thirty 
years later. the Aquarium’s first 
pair of birds did not get along 
with each other and will be sent 
to other zoos or aquariums in 
hopes of finding more compat-
ible mates for them. 

Guam Kingfishers are extinct in 
the wild due to the accidental 
introduction of invasive, preda-
tory snakes to their native habi-
tat, and only those 160 birds 
survive in zoos and aquariums. 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife biologists 
hope to eventually place some 
of these birds in suitable, snake-
free habitats on islands in their 
native range.

Guam Kingfishers  Produce First Clutch of Eggs

To our knowledge, the Aquarium of the Pacific is the third 
aquarium in the world to successfully breed this species. Baby 
ribbon dragons are now on display in the Tropical Jewels tanks, 
part of the Aquarium’s Horses and dragons exhibits. To see the 
video of the birth, visit youtube.com/aquariumofthepacific.

In this 
still from 
the YouTube 
video, the baby 
ribbon dragons 
emerge from the 
male's brood patch 
on his abdomen.
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Understanding the 
threats endangered 
species face and lessons 
learned from the past 
can help us determine 
how best to avoid future 
extinctions. 

What factors lead to a species 
being listed as endangered? 
Using the Aquarium’s Horses and 
Dragons and Vanishing Animals 
exhibits as a jumping-off point, 
learn about the factors that cause 
extinctions and current threats to 
endangered species.

Preventing Extinctions
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Degradation, fragmentation, and 
destruction of natural habitat are major 
threats to many animal species, and 
they can be traced to human activity. 
Diversion and pollution of water, log-
ging and agricultural activity, climate 
change as a result of the burning of 
fossil fuels, and other evidence of 
the expanding human footprint all 
contribute to habitat loss. This leads to 
overcrowding and increased competi-
tion among the resident plants and 
animals in the ecosystem and can also 
create problems for migratory and 
territorial animals.

Many of the animals featured 
in the Horses and Dragons exhibits, 
syngnathids, rely on seagrass beds as 
habitat. Boats and trawlers can cause 
fragmentation of seagrass beds where 
seahorses live. These animals are 
particularly vulnerable because they 
are slow swimmers and can’t get out 
of the path of boats and trawlers. Also, 
because seahorses are monogamous 
during the breeding season, the loss of 
a single seahorse can drastically reduce 

reproductive rates.
Infrastructure like roads, dams, 

and other development causes 
habitat fragmentation. Freshwater 
streams, represented in the Vanishing 
Animals gallery, serve as corridors for fish 
and migrating wildlife and are particularly 
important in connecting fragmented 
habitats. Newts and salamanders 
in these habitats are impacted by 
fragmentation. 

In places where existing infrastruc-
ture has fragmented a habitat, local 
governments can help endangered 
species by protecting or creating new 
pathways for them to travel. In the Bay 
Area, officials close a stretch of road 
through a local park for four months to 
protect native California newts during 
their breeding and migration season. In 
Sonoma County, officials built tunnels 
under roads giving the salamanders 
access to ponds where they breed, 
and students at the local university are 
helping to divert the salamanders into 
the tunnels.
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Overfishing
Overhunting and overfishing occur when 

a species is removed from an ecosystem too 
quickly for it to reproduce and replace itself. 
These issues affect several of the species 
on display in the Horses and Dragons and 
Vanishing Animals exhibits.

Atlantic cod is a fish species that was 
once abundant throughout the northern 
Atlantic Ocean. On view in the Vanishing 
Animals gallery, they have been fished 
to the point of commercial extinction 
in North America. As stocks declined, 
Canada declared a moratorium on cod 
fishing, which may eventually lead to their 
recovery. Atlantic cod still exist in the wild, 
but there are not enough to support the 
commercial fishery.

There are also success stories in the 
Vanishing Animals gallery that give examples 
of measures we can take to help overfished 
and overhunted species rebound. An exhibit 
housing cardinal tetras and discus fish tells 
the story of how these species, which were 
once overharvested for the home aquarium 
trade, are now a renewable resource and job 
creator for Brazilian fishermen. Project Piaba 
is an organization that manages the fishery 
sustainably. Maintaining the cardinal tetra 

fishery supports local communities 
while enhancing the conservation of 
one of the world’s most biodiverse 
ecosystems.

The coral exhibit in the Vanishing 
Animals gallery demonstrates the effect 
of overfishing on coral reefs. Grazing 
fish keep the algae in check, preventing 
overgrowth on the coral. When too many of 
these fish are removed, algae can over-
whelm the coral. This is further exacer-
bated by fertilizers in agricultural runoff. 
Overfishing is a major contributing factor to 
the decline in coral reefs since the 1970s.

Harmful fishing practices also pose 
a threat. For example, about 2 million 
seahorses are removed from their habitats 
each year as accidental bycatch by boats 
trawling for shrimp.

Aquarium visitors can learn about 
aquaculture as a sustainable source of 
environmentally responsible seafood in 
the Vanishing Animals gallery. Sourcing our 
seafood from aquaculture farms would help 
circumvent the harmful fishing practices and 
overfishing currently impacting commercial 
fisheries, allowing wild fish populations 
to recover. 

Diseases affecting plants 
and animals pose threats to 
endangered species and in re-
cent years have led to mass ex-
tinctions. Healthy ecosystems 
have evolved defenses against 
disease, but the introduction of 
invasive species and weaken-
ing of ecosystem health due to 
factors like climate change and 
habitat loss make populations 
more vulnerable to disease.

Sea star wasting disease 
caused a massive die-off of 
sea stars along the West Coast 
in 2013 and 2014. Scientists 
have since found a virus to be 
the potential cause and rising 
ocean water temperatures 
a potential trigger. Juvenile 
sea star populations in many 
places began to rebound in 
2015. Outbreaks occurred 
previously in the 1970s and 
1980s, but this bout is thought 
to have been more widespread 
and virulent due to the warmer 
waters attributed to El Niño 
and “The Blob,” an area of 
warmer water that persisted 

off the West Coast in 2013 
and 2014. Climate change will 
continue to increase ocean 
temperatures, making more 
marine life vulnerable to the 
spread of disease.

Chytridiomycosis is a skin 
disease caused by a virus 
affecting 30 percent of world’s 
amphibian species. It has 
been found in wild and captive 
populations of amphibians on 
every amphibian-inhabited 
continent. Although the source 
of the virus has not been deter-
mined definitively, it is thought 
to have originated with global 
trade of amphibians for food, 
laboratory animals, and pets. 

Scientists are searching for 
ways to treat chytridiomycosis, 
including antifungal baths 
and thermal treatments for 
tadpoles. These treatments 
could help prevent local extinc-
tions of amphibian species, like 
those found in the freshwater 
stream habitat in the Vanishing 
Animals gallery.
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Pollution is a major factor affecting the 
health of marine ecosystems. In addition 
to trash and debris and accidents like 
oil spills, pollution also comes from 
runoff entering waterways carrying soil, 
pesticides, fertilizers, oil, toxic chemicals, 
and other pollutants or from sediment 
flowing into rivers due to agriculture, 
construction, or logging.

The animals in the freshwater stream 
exhibit in the Vanishing Animals gallery 
are impacted by these types of pollution. 
These pollutants enter streams and 
rivers when irrigation is not properly 
managed or during rainstorms and as 
snow melts. It then can travel down-
stream to the ocean, where it can cause 
algal blooms and produce dead zones 
deprived of oxygen.

Waterways in the Amazon, like those 
where cardinal tetras and discus are 
harvested, are impacted by sediment 
flowing into rivers from logging. Project 
Piaba provides employment for the 
fishermen it works with, who would 
otherwise be forced to turn to environ-
mentally damaging jobs like logging, 
cattle ranching, and gold mining.

The public can help prevent this type 
of pollution by controlling soil erosion 
in your home landscaping, keeping litter 
out of streets and gutters, safely dispos-
ing of household chemicals, avoiding the 
use of herbicides and pesticides, and 
maintaining septic systems properly.

Invasive species are those that are 
not native to the ecosystem where 
they have been introduced and whose 
presence is likely to cause harm by 
outcompeting native species for 
resources, hybridizing with native spe-
cies, or preying on native species.

In the Vanishing Animals gallery, 
several invasive species are on display 
in the freshwater stream exhibit, 
including fish species like bluegill, 
black crappie, and largemouth bass; 
Louisiana crayfish; and the eastern 
tiger salamander. 

Crayfish are believed to have been 
introduced to California waterways 
more than a century ago to be used 
as bait for fishing. Voracious preda-
tors, crayfish have had a destructive 
impact on native amphibians like 
the California newt and California 
tree frog, now both listed as threat-
ened. Groups like the Mountains 
Restoration Trust are working to 
remove crayfish from local creeks 
and streams to help native species 

rebound. The crayfish they catch with 
nets and buckets are frozen and fed to 
animals like raccoons and opossums 
being rehabilitated at wildlife centers.

The non-native eastern tiger 
salamander is interbreeding with the 
native California tiger salamander, 
creating what scientists call a super 
hybrid that is more likely to survive 
than either of its parent species. It is 
wiping out food sources and out-
competing the native species, which 
could have far-reaching impacts on 
the ecosystems where it is thriving.

The public can help stop the spread 
of invasive species. Never release an 
animal into the wild, and follow fishing 
and boating regulations carefully. 
Be sure to disinfect boats and gear 
before moving from one waterway 
to another to prevent the accidental 
transport of invasive species. If you 
own a home aquarium, only purchase 
aquarium animals from reputable 
sellers and follow state regulations 
for prohibited species.
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Climate change resulting from human 

activity is a major threat to coral reefs. A 
warming ocean and ocean acidification will 
make it harder for corals to survive, which 
will have a ripple effect on the millions 
of species that rely on coral reefs. At the 
Aquarium, live corals are now on view in the 
Tropical Pacific Preview exhibit on the first 
floor, in the Tropical Pacific Gallery, and in 
the Vanishing Animals gallery.

Reef-building corals depend on algae 
called zooxanthellae living in their tissues to 
provide the nutrients they need to grow and 
survive. Corals return the favor by provid-
ing the algae with a safe place to live. To 
maintain healthy algae, a coral reef needs 
sunlight, clean water, a water temperature of 
68° to 90°F, space to grow, and an adequate 

population of reef fish to inhibit the over-
growth of algae by feeding on it. Changes in 
these environmental conditions can cause 
the reef to become stressed and bleached 
due to loss of its zooxanthellae. 

According to a recent report by the World 
Resources Institute (WRI), 75 percent of the 
world’s coral reefs are at risk from local and 
global stresses. Ten percent of coral reefs 
have already been damaged beyond repair. 
If we do not change our ways, WRI projects 
that 90 percent of coral reefs will be in 
danger by 2030, and all will be by 2050.

We must slow the rate of climate change 
and mitigate its impacts to help preserve 
coral reefs, as well as other marine and ter-
restrial environments that are vulnerable.

Many approaches 
have been developed 
to protect endangered 
animals, give species 
a chance to increase 
their populations, and 
ultimately prevent 
extinctions. Zoos and 
aquariums have cre-
ated Species Survival 
Plans (SSPs) to manage 
breeding of endangered 
species and in some 
cases look for ways to 
reintroduce these ani-
mals into the wild. 
The successful reintroduction 
of California Condors back into 
the wild and recovery of the 
American alligator are examples 
that give hope for many species 
facing extinction. The Aquarium 
of the Pacific participates in sev-
eral SSPs for endangered species 
like abalone, Guam Kingfishers, 
and Magellanic Penguins.

Governments at the local, state, 
and federal levels can support 
endangered species by directing 
funding toward research and 
monitoring and by designating 
protected spaces for ecosystems 
to recover. These can include 
marine protected areas, which 
serve as safe havens for marine 
life by restricting human activ-
ity for conservation purposes. 
Governments can also continue 
to improve and enforce hunting, 
trade, and environmental regula-
tions that protect endangered 
species. Lawmakers also play 
a role in land management and 
development practices that work 
to protect wildlife and preserve 
open spaces.

In the long term, we need to curb 
pollution, promote sustainable 
development, and slow the rate 
of climate change and mitigate 
its impacts to give terrestrial and 
marine life a chance to adapt. We 
can prevent future extinctions and 
help create a better future for the 
planet.
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m e m b e r  e v e n t s

Please join us for these select events just for our 
members and donors.

Member Appreciation Month
Entire Month of November 
Thank you for being part of the Aquarium 
family! As a token of our appreciation, we’re 
taking the entire month of November to 
celebrate YOU, our supportive and loyal 
members. You won’t want to miss out on a 
month-long discount on tickets and other 
special fun just for members. More informa-
tion coming soon to the Aquarium website.

Member Appreciation Otter Night
Thurs., November 17 | 6:30 p.m.–9:30 p.m.
Aquarium members are otterly awesome! 
That’s why we’re throwing a special 
celebration just for you as part of Member 
Appreciation Month. Enjoy an evening full 
of otter fun, and learn about one of the most 
adorable members of our animal family. Plus, 
members who are ages 21 and over won’t 
want to miss our adult lounge in the Ocean 
Science Center with a cash bar.

Cost |  Free for members. Member guests receive 
20% off general admission.

RSVP | (562) 437-3474 by November 14

S p e c i a l  E v e n t s

The Aquarium of the Pacific hosts a variety of 
performances, fundraisers, dinners, and other special 
events throughout the year. Check our website for 
more details and additional events.

Seniors Day
Wednesday, October 5 | 
8:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
The Aquarium will open its 
doors for free to people ages 
fifty and above. Special exhibits for seniors 
will include booth displays by the Aquarium’s 
volunteer services and education staff.

COST |  FREE for members and visitors ages 50 and 
over with a valid photo ID.

INFO |  (562) 590-3100, ext. 0

Shark Lagoon Nights
Fridays, Oct. 7–Dec. 30 | 6:00 p.m.–9:00 p.m.
Get up close with the ocean’s ultimate preda-
tors for FREE during Shark Lagoon Nights. 
Guests will have the opportunity to touch 
bamboo sharks, bonnethead sharks, and 
cownose rays and see large sharks such as 
sandtiger and zebra sharks in the Aquarium’s 
Shark Lagoon. Coffee, hot cocoa, beer, 
wine, desserts, and snacks are available for 
purchase. 

COST | Free for everyone.
INFO | (562) 590-3100, ext. 0

Aquarium 5K and Kids Fun Run
Saturday, October 8 | 7:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.
The Aquarium of the Pacific will partner with 
the Long Beach Marathon to host the annual 
one-mile Kids Fun Run and the event’s 5K 
Run/Walk, which includes the Aquarium in 
the course. Sign up early as both events are 
expected to fill up quickly. The Kids Fun Run 
will start in age group waves from 9:00 to 
10:30 a.m.

COST | Aquarium 5K: $35; Kids Fun Run: Free
INFO | runlongbeach.com or (562) 427-4606

S p e c i a l  E v e n t s

The Aquarium of the Pacific offers programs and events for all ages and interests. 
With exclusive events for our members, cultural festivals, and a guest speaker series, there 
is something for everyone.

AQuArium events
Photographers Night
Sunday, October 9 | 5:30 p.m.–10:00 p.m.
Professional and amateur photographers are 
invited to capture the Aquarium’s wildlife 
during exclusive “photographers only” hours. 
Meet vendors, test new equipment, attend 
workshops, and meet other wildlife photo 
enthusiasts.

COST | $26.95 per member, $29.95 per non-member
INFO | (562) 590-3100, ext. 0

Beer Dinner
Thursday, October 20 | 6:00 p.m.–9:00 p.m.
Work up an appetite visiting our 11,000 
animals and join us for dinner! Enjoy a blend 
of chef-inspired food, beautiful harbor views, 
and craft beer pairings at the Aquarium of 
the Pacific. Dinner is a delicious multi-course 
meal each with a different craft beer accom-
paniment out on the rooftop Veranda.

COST |  $65 per member, $75 per non-member, 21+ 
only

INFO | (562) 590-3100, ext. 0

Family Halloween  
and Winter Sleepovers
Friday, October 21 | 5:00 p.m.–7:00 a.m.  
Friday, January 13 | 5:00 p.m. -7:00 a.m.
Grab your sleeping bag and prepare for an 
adventure at the Aquarium of the Pacific! 
Explore our exhibits with your family as 
you complete a scavenger hunt. Discover 
bioluminescence, touch marine animals like 
sharks, sea stars, and sea jellies, and even 
paint your very own souvenir T-shirt. Take 
a tour of the aquarium in the dark, using 
specialized lights, to discover and learn about 
amazing animal adaptations. Included in your 
overnight will be a pizza dinner, light snack, 
and cereal breakfast. Space is limited so sign 
up today for our Halloween or winter-themed 
overnights!

CoST | $80 per member; $90 per non-member
INFO | (562) 590-3100, ext. 0

Event sponsored by:
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Sea Fare
Saturday, October 22 | 7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.
Save the date for the Aquarium’s thirteenth 
annual Sea Fare fundraiser.  Sip and savor your 
way through the Aquarium galleries with an 
open bar and tastes from over twenty-five local 
restaurants, bid on an array of items in the live 
and silent auctions, and dance with the fish. 
Proceeds will benefit the Aquarium’s educa-
tion, conservation, and animal care programs.

Cost | $125 per person
INFO | (562) 590-3100, ext. 0

Night Dive
Friday, October 28 | 7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.
Night Dive is an adults-only event with 
local bands, DJs spinning in the Aquarium’s 
galleries, inspiring works of art, cocktails and 
drinks, and tasty bites from food trucks. Come 
take in the Aquarium at night, when the lights 
go down and the bubble curtain goes up in 
Honda Blue Cavern!

COST | $14.95
INFO | 562-590-3100, ext. 0

Veteran’s Day
Friday, November 11 | 9:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m.
In celebration of Veterans Day, the Aquarium 
of the Pacific honors veterans and military 
personnel with free admission.

COST |  Free with valid service ID. Free for Aquarium 
members, general admission for non-
members.

INFO | (562) 590-3100, ext. 0

NOAA and Our Planet Day
Sat., November 12 | 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Find out what the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) does 
for you, our nation, and our world at this an-
nual event. The event will feature interactive 
booths where you can learn more about a 
variety of NOAA programs, the ocean, and 
weather. Learn how NOAA, a government 
agency, works to understand and predict 
changes in Earth’s environment to help 
protect people and property and to conserve 
and manage coastal and marine resources.

COST |  Free for members, members’ guests receive 
20 percent off admission.

INFO | (562) 590-3100, ext. 0

Autism Families Night
Sunday, November 13 | 6:00 p.m.–9:00 p.m.
Join us for a special evening at the Aquarium 
exclusively for families with adults or children 
with autism. Guests can enjoy the tranquility 
of our exhibits during the evening and meet 
11,000 animals from the world’s largest 
ocean. The Aquarium closes to the general 
public at 6:00 p.m.

COST |  Free for members, $7/person for non-members.
INFO | (562) 590-3100, ext. 0

Thanksgiving Lunch
Thursday, Nov. 24 | 11:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
This Thanksgiving treat yourself and your 
family to a day at the Aquarium. Visit the 
Aquarium’s exhibits and savor a tradi-
tional Thanksgiving buffet in Café Scuba. The 
Aquarium is open for normal operation from 
9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on Thanksgiving.

COST |  $36 per member adult, $15 per member 
child; $46 per non-member adult, $25 per 
non-member child.

INFO | (562) 590-3100, ext. 0

Breakfast with Santa
Sat. & Sun., Dec. 17–18 | 9:00 a.m.–10:30 a.m.
Join Santa for a special holiday breakfast and 
exclusive photo opportunities in Café Scuba. 
Enjoy a tasty selection of breakfast foods 
available for purchase and get your holiday 
card picture snapped with Santa and other 
aquarium mascots. No RSVP necessary. 
Aquarium admission required Price: General 
admission required. No additional fees.

Cost |  General admission required. No addl. fees.
Location | Café Scuba

Aquarium Closed Christmas Day
Sunday, December 25

New Year's Eve Night Dive
Sat., December 31 | 8:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
This special edition of Night Dive will feature 
live bands, DJs, and the usual Night Dive 
offerings, plus a midnight countdown in the 
Great Hall. Café Scuba will be open, providing 
“small bites.” Tickets go on sale November 1.

COST |  $19,95 for Aquarium members, $24.95 for 
non-members.

INFO | (562) 590-3100, ext. 0

f e s t i v a l s

Southeast Asia Day
Saturday, October 1 | 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
On the Aquarium’s twelfth annual Southeast 
Asia Day, experience the beauty and diversity 
of the cultures of Cambodia, Thailand, Vietnam, 
Myanmar, Laos, and Indonesia. Guests will enjoy 
live performances, including music, dance, and 
cultural craft demonstrations. Ethnic dishes will 
be available for purchase, and children will have 
the opportunity to partake in arts and crafts.

COST |  Free for members, members’ guests receive 
20 percent off admission.

INFO | (562) 590-3100, ext. 0

Scarium of the Pacific
Sat. & Sun., Oct. 15–16 | 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Discover the creatures lurking in the depths at 
the Aquarium’s seventeenth annual Scarium 
of the Pacific—a spooktacular educational 
Halloween event for the whole family. Enjoy 
special Halloween programs, including 
the annual children’s costume contest, the 
creepy coloring contest, face painting, magic 
shows, underwater pumpkin carving, spooky 
storytelling, and kooky crafts.

COST |  Free for members, members’ guests receive 
20 percent off admission.

INFO | (562) 590-3100, ext. 0

Autumn Festival
Sat. & Sun., Nov. 5–6 | 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Delve into the arts, cuisines, cultures, and 
marine environments of Asia during the 
Aquarium’s fifteenth annual Autumn Festival. 
The Autumn Festival highlights the traditions 
and cultures of Japan, China, Korea, and the 
Philippines through a weekend of learning 
opportunities and family entertainment 
celebrating the rich diversity of Asian and 
Asian-American cultures. The festival fea-
tures traditional crafts, music, dance, cultural 
arts exhibits, ethnic cuisine, and storytelling. 
Experience the sounds of taiko drumming, 
watch dancers, acrobats, and martial arts 
demonstrations. Try your hand at origami, 
and purchase hand-made crafts.

Cost |  Free for members, members’ guests receive 
20 percent off admission.

INFO | (562) 590-3100, ext. 0

Aquarium Holidays
December 3-23 | 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Beginning with the Holiday Treats for the Animals festival weekend on December 3 and 4, cel-
ebrate the holiday season at the Aquarium this December. Aquarium Holidays features a snow 
play area, children’s crafts, and Santa appearances on weekends through December 23. Snow 
will fall in the Great Hall, the Aquarium will be decked with festive décor, and the Aquarium’s 
costumed characters will appear in their holiday outfits daily.

Fall 2016  |  Pacific Currents  |  11

Aquarium Programs & Events



g u e s t  s p e a k e r s

The Aquarium hosts guest lectures on a variety of 
topics presented by experts from across the country. 
Presentations are held in the Ocean Theater.

Helen Scales | The Story of 
Seahorses: From Myth to Reality
Wednesday, October 5 | 7:00 p.m.–8:30 p.m.
Seahorses may be tiny and timid, but they 
are some of the most captivating of all the 
oceans’ inhabitants. For millennia, these 
curious creatures have wound their way into 
myths and stories, and for even longer they’ve 
lived extraordinary lives beneath the waves. 
Marine biologist Dr. Helen Scales will share 
her knowledge of these animals and address 
how seahorses are endangered by modern 
threats rooted in ancient beliefs. Dr. Scales 
is a marine biologist, broadcaster, and writer 
based in Cambridge, England. She is the au-
thor of Poseidon’s Steed: The Story of Seahorses, 
From Myth to Reality. This lecture highlights 
the animals featured in the Aquarium’s Horses 
and Dragons exhibits.

Gail Wight | Swimming in the Age 
of Fishes: Art, Imagination, and the 
Unknowable
Wed., October 12 | 7:00 p.m.–8:30 p.m.
Artist Gail Wight will discuss how topics in 
biology like species diversity, extinction, and 
the forces of weather on habitat drive her 
studio practice. These explorations have led 
Wight to hold a symposium on evolution for 
fish, to paint with slime mold on technicolor 
agar, to create a chamber orchestra played 
entirely by mice, to film an artificial stomach 
in extremis, to build flowers from deceased 
houseflies, and most lately to her current at-
tempt to capture the exact moment when the 
Pacific Ocean disperses into the air as it hurls 
itself onto the California coast.

Mac Stone | Journey Through the 
Everglades
Tuesday, October 18 | 7:00 p.m.–8:30 p.m.
Frequently working in swamps and wetlands 
of the southeastern U.S., conservation pho-
tographer Mac Stone explores intersections 
between humans and nature. He will share 
images and stories from his book, Everglades: 
America’s Wetland. He will also sign copies 
for attendees after the lecture. This lecture is 
presented to highlight the American alliga-
tors native to the Everglades featured in the 
Aquarium’s Vanishing Animals exhibit.

Sean Carroll | The Serengeti Rules: 
The Quest to Discover How Nature 
Works, and Why It Matters
Thursday, October 27 | 7:00 p.m.–8:30 p.m.
Dr. Sean Carroll will discuss the discovery of 

g u e s t  s p e a k e r s

Holiday Treats  
for the Animals Festival
Sat. & Sun., Dec. 3–4 | 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Guests can watch Santa Diver delivering 
gifts to many of the Aquarium’s animals 
while guests can enjoy holiday music, crafts, 
presentations, shopping and more. Plus, see 
“snowfall” in the Great Hall and meet an 
Aquarium holiday character. This weekend 
kicks off Aquarium Holidays, which features 
a snow play area, children’s crafts, and Santa 
appearances on weekends through December 
23. 

Cost |  Free for members, members’ guests receive 
20 percent off admission.

Info | (562) 590-3100, ext. 0

Underwater Parks Day
Saturday, January 7 | 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Learn more about Southern California’s 
network of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs). 
Guests will be able to learn about the com-
mercial and recreational activities permitted. 
MPA stories will be told using film, lectures, 
and interactive exhibits. The event will also 
feature educational booths and activities in 
the Great Hall.

COST |  Free for members, members’ guests receive 
20 percent off admission.

INFO | (562) 590-3100, ext. 0

Festival of Human Abilities
Sat. & Sun., Jan. 28–29 | 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
The Festival of Human Abilities is a celebra-
tion highlighting the creative talents and 
abilities of people with disabilities. This event 
features wheelchair dance performances, live 
music, signing choirs, art demonstrations, 
accessible SCUBA diving demonstrations, 
interactive workshops, and other creative 
performances by people who have disabilities. 
Sign language interpreters will be present at 
all major shows, and an audio tour is available 
for those who are blind.

COST |  Free for members, members’ guests receive 
20 percent off admission.

INFO | (562) 590-3100, ext. 0

f e s t i v a l s

October 5: Helen Scales will discuss seahorses.

the "The Serengeti Rules," the ecological rules 
that regulate the numbers and kinds of animals 
and plants in any given place and how they are 
being applied to restore some of the greatest 
wildernesses on the planet. Carroll is a scientist, 
writer, educator, and executive producer. He 
is vice president for science education at 
the Howard Hughes Medical Institute and 
the Allan Wilson Professor of Molecular 
Biology and Genetics at the University of 
Wisconsin–Madison. 

Panel Discussion | Communicating 
Climate Change
Wed., November 2 | 7:00 p.m.–8:30 p.m.
The Aquarium is hosting a forum of scientists, 
psychologists, and other experts to develop 
strategies to get the public to act on address-
ing climate change. These strategies will be 
tested at the Aquarium. In this evening lecture, 
the participants will share their ideas from 
the forum. The forum was inspired by climate 
scientist and Jungian psychologist Jeffrey 
Kiehl’s new book, Facing Climate Change.

Sandy Trautwein | Secrets of 
Seahorses
Wed., November 9 | 7:00 p.m.–8:30 p.m.
Seahorses and their relatives have fascinated 
people for centuries. Their mythical appear-
ance and unusual behaviors captivate people 
of all ages. Did you know that male seahorses 
give birth to their young? Learn more about 
the fascinating lives of seahorses, seadragons, 
and pipefish. Find out why seahorses are 
facing extinction within thirty years and how 
the Aquarium of the Pacific is contributing 
to their conservation. Dr. Sandy Trautwein, 
the Aquarium’s curator of fishes and inver-
tebrates, will present this lecture to highlight 
the animals featured in the Aquarium’s Horses 
and Dragons exhibits.
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for her historical novel When Water Was 
Everywhere shows us what the Los Angeles 
River watershed looked like less than 200 
years ago. Through the eyes of an American 
immigrant, a Tongva/Gabrieleño Indian and 
a Spanish padre, you’ll see the Los Angeles 
River and basin; Long Beach’s first water 
source; and Rancho Los Cerritos when 
California was part of Mexico. Crane is a 
novelist, journalist, and teacher. Her work 
has appeared in the Los Angeles Times, Sun 
magazine, and other publications. 

Malcolm Bowman | Superstorm 
Sandy: Can We Continue to Live at the 
Edge of the Sea?
Thursday, January 26 | 7:00 p.m.–8:30 p.m.
Superstorm Sandy made landfall on October 
29, 2012, and was the second-costliest 
hurricane in United States history. Malcolm 
Bowman will discuss the difficulties and 
challenges of protecting New York and 
New Jersey from another such catastrophe. 
Solutions range from local adaptation and 
resilience projects to regional solutions that 
transcend geographical and political boundar-
ies, such as storm barriers to withstand rising 
sea levels and extreme surges. Bowman is 
an oceanographer, engineer, and professor 
of oceanography at State University of New 
York, Stony Brook. 

COST |  Free for members,                 
teachers, seniors 62+,  
and students with  
valid I.D. and advanced  
reservations. $5/non-
members.

INFO | (562) 590-3100, ext. 0
WEB |  All lectures are streamed live on the 

Aquarium's website at aquariumofpacific.
org/aquariumlive

g u e s t  s p e a k e r sg u e s t  s p e a k e r s

g u e s t  s p e a k e r s

Rob Gould | Adventures in Social 
Marketing: Appealing to the Better 
Angels of our Nature
Thu., November 17 | 7:00 p.m.–8:30 p.m.
Rob Gould is the founder and president/CEO 
of One Degree Strategies. He will discuss 
using the discipline of marketing to change 
people’s behavior. He has applied his social 
science training and marketing expertise to 
teen smoking, colon cancer prevention, and 
other health behaviors. In recent years, he’s 
focused increasingly on the biggest public 
health challenge the world has ever faced: 
climate change. Gould will share the stories 
of campaigns that made a difference and les-
sons for science-driven organizations trying 
to help “reason prevail” on climate change.

Douglas McCauley | A Marine 
Biologist’s Quest to Keep the Pacific Wild
Wed., November 30 | 7:00 p.m.–8:30 p.m.
Douglas McCauley, professor at the 
University of California, Santa Barbara, was 
the lead author on the paper in the journal 
Science that inspired the Aquarium’s Vanishing 
Animals exhibit. He will share stories of 
science and adventure from his career as a 
marine biologist and contrast views of ocean 
life in remote places to more impacted parts 
of the ocean. He will also discuss new conser-
vation tools and technologies to protect the 
ocean’s wildness.

Barbara Crane | The Early Los 
Angeles River Watershed Through 
Fiction and Photographs
Thursday, January 19 | 7:00 p.m.–8:30 p.m.
How can fiction help us know the natural 
world? Barbara Crane uses photographs, 
old sketches, and maps to tell how research 

Future of Food:  
Second Course
Sept. 23, Oct. 7 & 14 | 7:00 p.m.–8:30 p.m.
The Aquarium’s Seafood for the Future 
program presents The Future of Food: 
Second Course, an ongoing series of 
talks hosted by former Los Angeles Times 
Food Editor and cookbook author Russ 
Parsons and featuring experts represent-
ing different sectors of the American 
food system. 

The Second Course features an 
engaging dialogue between Parsons 
and industry experts and small-bite 
appetizers and beverages representing 
the speaker’s area of expertise. Tickets 
include Aquarium admission prior to 
the event. Appetizers and drinks will 
be served at 7:00 p.m. and the talk will 
begin at 7:30 p.m. 

On September 23, Parsons will host 
Brian Brown from ONX Winery in Paso 
Robles. The appetizers served will be 
accompanied by wines provided by ONX 
Winery.

On October 7, Parsons will host 
Robert Egger, president and founder of 
L.A. Kitchen, and Tom Boland, founder 
and executive director of Homeboy 
Industries, to discuss how culinary train-
ing coupled with supportive programing 
can provide new hope for reformed gang 
members, previously incarcerated men 
and women, and emancipated foster 
youth and the communities they live in. 
A portion of the proceeds from this din-
ner will be donated to L.A. Kitchen and 
Homeboy Industries. 

On October 14, Parsons will host Dock 
to Dish’s Co-Founder and Director of 
Operations Sarah Rathbone to discuss 
Dock to Dish and the important role of 
well-managed local seafood in an envi-
ronmentally responsible seafood supply.

COST |  $34.95 per member, $39.95 per non-
member

INFO | (562) 590-3100, ext. 0

October 18: Mac Stone will share his images of the Everglades. October 27: Meet author Sean B. Carroll.

Sponsors:
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This Magellanic Penguin chick hatched on May 17, 2016, at the Aquarium. Its parents, Kate and Avery, raised the chick on their nest 
after it hatched, and then it was moved to the Aquarium’s behind-the-scenes nursery to learn to take hand-fed fish from penguin 

keepers. The chick, along with another born to Patsy and Robbie, is now on public view in the June Keyes Penguin Habitat. PH
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Magellanic Penguin Chick
Spheniscus magellanicus



these programs are opportunities to see the Aquarium in a 
different light and get up close to the animals.

AquArium  
Tours & Encounters

Whale 
Watching  

Cruises

Behind-The-SceneS TourS
See what it takes to maintain a world-class aquarium, from water 
filtration to animal care and feeding. Venture to the top of our larg-
est exhibit and feed the fish! 

 COST: $15 per member, $19 per non-member
 AGES: Children must be age seven or older.

AnimAl encounTerS
Experience the ultimate behind-the-scenes tour. Animal encounters 
offer a chance to feed a sea otter, wade with sharks, or waddle up to 
a penguin. For available dates and times, visit aquariumofpacific.org 
or call (562) 590-3100, ext. 0. Age restrictions apply.

 COST:   $99 per member, $109 per non-member  
(Aquarium admission included)  
*Pre-registration required at least 24 hours in advance.

dive immerSion
Certified SCUBA divers can dive in our warm 350,000-gallon 
Tropical Reef Habitat with more than 600 animals.

 WHEN:   Daily with reservation | 3:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.
 AGES:  15 and up. Ages 15 to 17 require a supervising adult to also 

sign up for the dive.
 COST:  $279 per member, $299 per non-member

viP exPerienceS
Starting in January, the Aquarium is adding private VIP experiences 
that include one-on-one time and exclusive animal feedings.

WHEN: By reservation; two-week notice required.
AGES: 7 and up
COST: $330 for Aquarium members, $350 for non-members.

GrAy WhAle WATchinG TriPS Fall/Winter Season
Enjoy a voyage out in the open Pacific Ocean in search of one of 
the world’s longest-migrating mammals. Learn about gray whales 
and other local marine life from an on-board Aquarium educator. 
Cruisers will also have the opportunity to spot dolphins, seals, sea 
lions, and other marine animals. Read about recent sightings on 
the Aquarium’s whale watch blog (aquariumofpacific.org/blogs/
category/whale_watching) and Twitter feed (@OceanWatchLB).

 COST:   Members: $25 per adult, $20 per senior (ages 62+), $15 
per child (ages 3-11). Non-members (includes Aquarium 
admission): $49.95 per adult, $45.95 per senior, $33.95 per 
child

 AGES:  Children under 16 must be accompanied by an adult.
 LENGTH: 2 to 2.5 hours
 RSVP:  (562) 590-3100, ext. 0
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Educational 
opportunitiEs

Teen  
Overnight

Winter Camps 
AT The AquArium

Family Programs 

AT The AquArium 

public programs at the Aquarium give children the chance to 
participate in fun classes with an Aquarium educator. 

Every class brings another opportunity for 
learning more about the ocean, discover-
ing new things about the Aquarium, and 
exploring marine life.

JoB ShAdoW clASS
Four rotating themed programs.

 When:  First Saturday and third Sunday  
of every month  | 9:00 a.m.–12:00 
p.m.

 Ages:  13 to 17 years old
 cost:  $35 per member, $39 per non-member (Aquarium admis-

sion not included)

Junior BioloGiST 
Six rotating themed programs.

 When: Second Saturday of every month | 9:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m.
 Ages:  7 to 12 years old
 cost:  $25 per member, $29 per non-member (Aquarium admis-

sion not included)

AquAToTS 
Six rotating themed programs.

 When: Third Saturday of every month | 10:00 a.m.–11:30 a.m.
 Ages:  2- and 3-year-olds with an adult
 cost:  $36 for Aquarium member pairs; $15 per additional guest. 

Non-members: $49 per adult/child pair; $20 per additional 
guest (Aquarium admission included).

SATurdAy FAmily Fun 
Four rotating themed programs.

 When: Fourth Saturday of every month | 10:00–11:30 a.m.
 Ages:  4- to 6-year-olds with an adult
 cost:  $36 for Aquarium member pairs; $15 per additional guest. 

Non-members: $49 per adult/child pair; $20 per additional 
guest (Aquarium admission included).
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Dive into fun this winter! With programs for ages 5 to 15, we have a 
perfect camp experience for your child. Our camps feature exciting 
animal interactions, tours, crafts, games, and experiments. For 
dates and more information, visit aquariumofpacific.org/camps or 
call (562) 590-3100. 

teens ages thirteen to fifteen can spend the night at the Aquarium 
during our teen overnight. enjoy a night sleeping with the fishes in 
this teens-only event. 

Start the night with a pizza party before becoming an ocean 
explorer to discover the mysteries of the deep sea. This overnight 
camp program includes Aquarium exploration, hands-on activities, 
a pizza party, light snack, cereal breakfast, and a souvenir T-shirt.

 WHEN: Wed. & Thu., December 28–29 | 5:00 p.m.–7:30 a.m.
 COST: $80 per member, $90 per non-member
 AGES: 13 to 15

WinTer SeA SquirT cAmP 
 DATES: January 3-5
 ages: 5 to 6
 COST:   $90 per member child,  

$115 per non-member child 

WinTer dAy cAmP 
 DATES: December 27-29
 AGES: 7 to 12 
 COST:  $125 per member child,  

$150 per non-member 
child 
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1. Paint or color the 
bowl to repre-
sent the body 
of the vaquita. 
Alternatively, 
you can glue grey 
paper to the bowl 
to add some color.

2. cut out the 
attached fins and 
staple them to 
the body of your 
vaquita. draw 
eyes and a mouth 
on your vaquita.

KIDS CORNER

Vaquita Craft
The vaquita is the 
world’s most endan-
gered marine mammal. 
It lives in a very small 
area in the northern 
Gulf of California in 
Baja California, Mexico, 
just south of the United 
States border. With fewer than sixty left, it is vital 
that we work to protect this tiny porpoise. 

The number of vaquitas has been reduced 
because they have been caught and accidentally 
drowned by the gear fishermen in this area have 
used in the past. Choose responsibly caught 
seafood and help spread the word online using 
#4aPorpoise to help save the remaining vaquitas. 
You can learn more by visiting the Aquarium’s 
website and searching the keyword vaquita.

StepS:

What You Need:

 ❏ Paper bowl
 ❏ Paint or markers

 ❏ Scissors
 ❏ Stapler

DID you KNoW?  
The vaquita is the size of a bicycle!



So. Cal./Baja Gallery

Pacific trumPetfish
Aulostomus chinensis

razorfish 
Aeoliscus strigatus

TropiCal paCifiC Gallery

atlantic cod 
Gadus morhua  

VaniShinG animalS Gallery

Aquarium 
Animal Riddles
Can you solve our animal riddles? each riddle 
describes one of the aquarium’s residents. 

See if you can guess these animals from the Northern 
Pacific Gallery:

1. i look like a scary bug, 
But i’m quite gentle—want a hug? 
i shed my armor as i grow. 
Good thing i’m large, my movement’s slow!

2.  i’m silly! i make divers grin, 
A fish golf ball with gills and fins. 
i’m tiny with big eyes and lips. 
my suction disk gives me grip.

Can you figure out the identities of these Southern 
California/Baja Gallery animals?

3. A heavenly body shares my name, 
The touch tank is my claim to fame. 
my delicate body is clear all over, 
you can even see my clover.

4.  i look like a breakfast snack 
That you might eat with coffee black. 
i’m fragile and a lovely shade, 
into the waves i’ll slowly fade.

5. We come in many varied shades 
Found deep and shallow, where swimmers wade. 
mollusks are we, with oval shells 
We cling to rocks when waves do swell.

What is the name of this unusual animal found in the 
Tropical Pacific Gallery?

6. Bottoms up, i like to say! 
i wonder how i got this way. 
on the sea floor like a flower, 
Algae give me special power!

Answers: 1) Japanese spider crab  2) Pacific spiny lumpsucker  3) Moon jelly  
4) Egg yolk jelly  5) Abalone  6) Upside-down jelly



Physical characteristics

Atlantic cod average about 40 inches 
long and have brownish, green, or 
gray coloration on their backs that 
becomes paler silver underneath.

diet

These fish are omnivores, feeding 
primarily on invertebrates and fish.

habitat

Atlantic cod live in the North Atlantic 
and Arctic Oceans, from the eastern 
coast of Canada to Scandinavia. 

fun fact

A 75 pound 
female is known 
to have carried a 
record 9 million 
eggs in one 
breeding season.

razorfish
Aeoliscus strigatus

Physical characteristics

The body of this fish is encased in an 
armor of thin, transparent plates. It 
grows up to 6 inches long.

diet

Razorfish feed on tiny crustaceans.

habitat

Razorfish are found in the Indo-
West Pacific along the east coast of 
Africa and from southern Japan to 
Australia and the Pacific Islands. 

fun fact

These fish form 
schools on 
coral reefs and 
swim with their 
heads pointed 
down and backs 
facing in the 
direction of 
travel.

Pacific trumPetfish
Aulostomus chinensis

Physical characteristics

Trumpetfish are related to seahorses 
and pipefish. They grow up to around 
24 inches long and can be brown, 
green, or yellow with a dark stripe 
along the jaw.

diet

Trumpetfish hunt for small fish and 
shrimp, swallowing their prey whole 
with a rapid sucking motion similar 
to their seahorse relatives.

habitat

This species is found in the Indo-
Pacific Ocean in clear, shallow water 
and around reefs.

fun fact

Trumpetfish 
rely on stealth 
and camou-
flage to sneak 
up on prey, of-
ten swimming 
vertically in an 
effort to blend 
in with coral 
branches and 
sea pens while 
they hunt.

atlantic cod
Gadus morhua
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For a chance to be featured, tag your public photos with 
#Aquariummember on instagram, or email your favorite 
photos to memberServices@lbaop.org.

@alyssalop

@dragon_ace76

@bertoram



Aquarium Staff  
Lead Teens on Study 
Abroad Trip to Ecuador

Aquarium’s POW! WOW! Mural Inspired by Vanishing Animals

I n June the Aquarium’s student eco Ambassadors (seA) 
program took seven high school students on a trip to ecuador 
to study ecology and conservation while volunteering on a 

service project and teaching classes for a community in the 
Amazon. In partnership with the social enterprise ME to WE, this 
program helps students learn a science curriculum that focuses on 
broad global issues and gain strong leadership skills. The seven 
participating students prepared for the trip for about three months 
beforehand at the Aquarium.

The trip to the Amazon, led by Sean Devereaux, the Aquarium’s 
volunteer services manager, and Meagan Nadal, Aquarium mam-
malogist, included many opportunities for the students to learn 
about a new culture and environment. They went on jungle hikes 
through the rainforest, fished on the Napo River, met with local 
farmers, and visited a local market. Through these activities, the 
students learned how people and the environment work together 
and influence one another.  

The students also participated in a community service project 
while in the Amazon by helping to lay foundation for a new 
elementary school in the village of Cruz Chicta. “Perhaps the most 
powerful experience for these seven students occurred when they 
taught three classes at the local school,” Devereaux said. “It was 
an inspiring moment to watch as the Ecuadorian students learned 
about Pacific Ocean animals that they will likely never see in their 
lifetime. The Student Eco Ambassadors saw conservation and 
education in action, and delivered the Aquarium’s mission beyond 
its walls.” 

After returning, the students developed personal community ac-
tion plans to continue their efforts to learn about conservation top-
ics and share their knowledge with the public. Their plans include 
setting up a booth at a local farmer’s market to teach people about 
sustainable seafood and selling upcycled products and donating 
proceeds to support local food banks. 

The Aquarium plans to offer SEA study abroad opportunities 
annually. Dates and information for 2017 will be available on the 
website by the end of year.

T he AquArium’s nearly 2,600-square-foot front wall was 
painted by portuguese street artist pantónio (Antonio 
Correia) during the second annual poW! WoW! long Beach 

festival in July. This week-long event brings world-renowned artists to 
the city to paint several large-scale murals. The Aquarium’s mural will be 
on view until demolition begins for the construction of the Pacific 
Visions wing in early 2017.

The mural was informed by the Aquarium’s Vanishing Animals exhibit, 
which educates the public about the potential for mass extinction in the 
ocean and what to do to prevent it. Pantónio also drew inspiration from 
the Aquarium building and location. 

Pantónio, who hails from Lisbon, Portugal, is a street artist whose work 
is characterized by dark blue and black imagery reminiscent of the ocean 
and organic life forms. Born in the Azores, he draws inspiration from the 
black rocks and ocean surrounding the islands. His work frequently refers 
to the sea, with sardines, cod, octopuses, ropes, boats, and even mermaids 
serving as subjects. His work also often carries social messages, echoing 
modern crises and aiming to challenge the establishment. 

In April he painted a mural on one of the main streets of Chernobyl 
in the Ukraine to commemorate the thirtieth anniversary of the nuclear 
disaster. In 2014 he painted what is considered Europe’s largest mural 
in Paris’s 13th district, covering a wall 217 feet tall and 50 feet wide. You 
can read more about the artist and the Aquarium's mural at aquariumof-
pacific.org/blogs.

POW! WOW! originated in Honolulu, Hawaii, and has since expanded 
to include cities in many countries around the world, including Japan, 
Israel, and Germany. 

SEA students Colette Carter, Harrison Lake, Megan Ainley, Sammie Drew, Julian 
Mendez, Rhianna Boyles, and Jonette Ancheta studied butterflies in the primary 
Amazonian rainforests of Ecuador.
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Aquarium Supports  Dive Operations in  Southern California

I n mAy the Aquarium hosted the annual fundraising dinner 
for the Catalina hyperbaric Chamber. The hyperbaric 
chamber provides emergency recompression services to any 

divers in need in the local area, including divers at the Aquarium. 
The chamber receives about 60 percent of its operating funds from 
this annual event. This year over $107,000 was raised for 
chamber operations.  

The hyperbaric chamber is an important resource for divers in 
Southern California, including the Aquarium’s scientific diving team, 
an all-volunteer group that assists with several projects in partner-
ship with government agencies and other nonprofit organizations. 
The Aquarium’s scientific diving team boasts forty-nine members. 
Requirements to be on the team include actively diving at the 
Aquarium as a full-time staff member or volunteer and going 
through the American Academy of Underwater Sciences training 
course consisting of about 100 hours of lecture and twenty-two 
dives. The team is currently assisting with an abalone monitoring 
project for the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Reef 
Check surveys of marine life, and the Catalina Marine Society’s 
Continental Thermograph Array. 

To learn more about these projects, visit the Scientific Dive 
Program page on the Aquarium’s website. Go to aquariumofpacific.
org and click on Conservation.

Experience!

 he Aquarium of the Pacific in Long 
Beach provides both a beautiful and unique 
atmosphere for intimate gatherings and large 
events. Your guests will dine under our blue 
whale with the stunning backdrop of our 
two-story kelp exhibit, take in harbor views 
from our rooftop Veranda, or enjoy a picnic 
on our front lawn. Let us serve you California-
inspired, chef-crafted cuisine designed to 
complement your event. Immerse your guests 
in the beauty and wonder of the ocean and 
create a most memorable event.

T

100 AquArIum WAY  Long BeACh, CA 90802

yourevent.aquariumofpacific.org    562.951.1663 

F All is An importAnt time of yeAr  for sustainable 
seafood efforts, with national Aquaculture Week taking 
place september 26 to 30 and national seafood month in 

october.  Seafood for the Future (SFF), the Aquarium’s sustainable 
seafood program, is celebrating with several new projects. SFF is 
launching an interactive map featuring marine aquaculture projects 
throughout the country at seafoodforthefuture.org. The map will 
highlight the diversity of aquaculture projects in California and the 
nation, with clickable points of interest containing additional 
information, photos, and video. 

SFF is also working with the Aquarium’s audio visual department 
on a short film called Perspectives on Marine Aquaculture featuring 
prominent scientists, experts, and business professionals with a 
stake in the development of marine aquaculture in California. The 
film delves into the need for marine aquaculture, management 
practices, and potential obstacles. Aquarium visitors can view the 
film daily in the Ocean Theater starting in October.

Storied Seafood is SFF’s series documenting the fishermen and 
farms working to provide environmentally responsible seafood 
using the best available science, technologies, and management. 
SFF will launch its Storied Seafood program at seafoodforthefuture.
org in October by telling the story of the vaquita, the world’s most 
endangered marine mammal, through compelling photographs and 
images of the fishermen who are participating in the development 
and testing of fishing gear that will not harm the vaquita.

Learn more about sustainable seafood and how to make 
responsible seafood choices by visiting the newly redesigned SFF 
website at seafoodforthefuture.org. Follow SFF on Facebook at 
facebook.com/seafoodforthefuture for updates during National 
Seafood Month.

Fall Features  Sustainable Seafood Celebrations
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Aquarium to Gather  
Climate and Social  
Scientists in Forum

I n novemBer the Aquarium will host 
a forum inspired by climate scientist 
and Jungian psychologist Jeffrey 

Kiehl’s new book, Facing Climate Change.  
Forum speakers will include climate scientist 
Richard Somerville; Susan Joy Hassol, director 
of the nonprofit science and outreach project 
Climate Communication; economist Gernot 
Wagner; psychologist and economist Per 
Espen Stoknes; and psychiatrist and 
neuroscientist Peter C. Whybrow. 

The forum participants will develop strate-
gies to get people to act on climate change. These strategies will be 
tested at the Aquarium with its visitors. After the forum, the Aquarium 
will publish a report on its findings and share this with other informal 
science institutions at no cost.

Forum speakers will present a discussion as part of the Aquarium’s 
Guest Speaker Series on November 2 at 7:00 p.m.  
Visit aquariumofpacific.org/events to learn more.

H undreds of students  from area schools visited 
the Aquarium in April, thanks to a donation from 
premier long Beach. The corporation donated to the 

Aquarium’s scholarship program for the twelfth consecutive year, 
allowing children to visit during the week of the Grand Prix of 
Long Beach. Over 500 students from King Elementary School 
and Holmes Elementary School in Long Beach had the opportu-
nity to visit the Aquarium to partake in ocean educational 
programs under the scholarship. Since 2003 PREMIER Long 
Beach has donated more than $144,000 in scholarship funds, 
providing Aquarium visits for more than 19,000 students. 

PREMIER, the food and beverage division of special event 
venue management company SMG, currently provides food and 
beverage services as well as catering and special event services 
to more than 100 facilities around the world, including the 
Aquarium of the Pacific.

Thanksgiving 
Lunch

Gobble Gobble with us!

Pricing:  
Includes Aquarium admission

Members: 
Adults: $36 
Child 3-11: $15

general Public: 
Adults: $46 
Child 3-11: $25

cafe Scuba
THURSDAY NovembeR 24, 2016 • 11:00Am – 4:00pm 

Come gobble gobble with our penguins and other Aquarium favorites this Thanksgiving. 
Delight your family with over 11,000 animals from the world’s largest ocean, and enjoy a 
traditional Thanksgiving buffet in the Aquarium’s Café Scuba.

AquAriumofpAcific.org    562.590.3100  100 AquArium WAy, Long BeACh, CA 90802

October 20, 6-9pm
Rooftop Veranda

Work up an appetite visiting our 11,000 animals and join 
us for dinner! Enjoy a blend of sustainable dishes, beauti-
ful harbor views, and craft beer pairings at the Aquarium 
of the Pacific. Dinner is a delicious 4-course meal each 
with a different craft beer accompaniment out on our  
gorgeous Rooftop Veranda.

$75 (21+) General Public 
$65 Member

Includes Aquarium admission 
9am-6pm

Beer Dinner
 4-course sustainable dinner and craft beers

-----0-----

-----0-----

aquariumOfpacific.Org/abeerdinner  • 562 590 3100  •  100 AquARium WAy  Long BEAch, cA 90802

Premier Funds  Field Trips During Grand Prix 
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The Aquarium of the Pacific relies on individuals, corporations, foundations, and government partners to support its mission and vision with 
contributions to the operating budget and a diverse range of projects.

fundrAising highlights

 ■ munzer foundation     
supports education for long Beach students  
A partner in education and providing direct services and experi-
ences to disadvantaged children in Long Beach, The Rudolph 
J. and Daphne A. Munzer Foundation granted the Aquarium 
$30,000 for the Aquarium Scholarship Fund. This recent grant 
will support field trips for 2,800 Long Beach Unified School 
District third grade students, giving them the opportunity 
to be exposed to science and nature through the lens of an 
aquarium environment filled with fascinating marine life and 
captivating technology.

 ■ edison international gives to stem programs  
A supporter of the Aquarium since its opening, Edison 
International once again provided $50,000 for a suite of initia-
tives focused on middle and high school science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics (STEM) education. More specifi-
cally, Edison’s funds will allow for continued implementation of 
the Aquarium’s Advanced Placement Biology class, Science on 
a Sphere® programs for grades three through twelve, and the 
VolunTEENs program that provides high school students an im-
mersive introduction to marine science and career-building skills.

 ■ Bank of America Connects students to science  
A longtime Aquarium corporate supporter, Bank of America 
renewed its commitment with two recent gifts. A $25,000 grant 
will provide hands-on experiences, one-on-one interactions with 
career scientists, and skills-based trainings to expose students to 
careers in STEM fields. In addition, Bank of America participated 
as a $10,000 Humpback Whale Sponsor at the Aquarium’s 
annual fundraising event, the Blue Whale Gala, which entertained 
nearly 500 guests on June 11 and benefitted the Aquarium’s 
education and conservation initiatives. 

 ■ explore.org Contributes to Aquarium outreach  
Explore.org, a direct charitable activity of the Annenberg 
Foundation, provided a $50,000 grant to the Aquarium this 
summer. This support will allow for continued growth of the 
Aquarium’s various conservation and education initiatives, 
including continued outreach via the Aquarium’s animal web-
cams that are hosted by Annenberg’s multimedia organization, 
Explore.org.

 ■ hCp, inc. sponsors event for local seniors  
HCP, Inc., a real estate investment company specializing in the 
healthcare industry, continues its support of the Aquarium’s 
Seniors Day event with a $25,000 sponsorship. On October 5, 
the Aquarium will offer free admission to anyone over the age of 
fifty and provide special programming for seniors. HCP employ-
ees will also participate as volunteers at the event, assisting the 
more than 6,000 seniors and other visitors at various booths and 
exhibits throughout the Aquarium. 

 ■ the roddenberry foundation    
supports student field trips  
A supporter of the Aquarium’s education and technology-driven 
programs since 2011, The Roddenberry Foundation has granted 
$50,000 to the Aquarium Scholarship Fund. These funds 
will support complimentary field trips for more than 4,200 
underserved students from throughout the greater Los Angeles 
area. All visiting students will participate in a science standards-
aligned class, have the opportunity to explore the Aquarium’s 
exhibits, and have up-close experiences with the Aquarium’s 
diversity of marine life, such as sharks, penguins, and sea stars.

 ■ san gabriel and lower los Angeles rivers and 
mountains Conservancy Awards grant for Watershed 
Area improvements  
One of the primary contributors to and partners in the 
Aquarium’s Our Watersheds: Pathway to the Pacific exhibit and 
PREMIER classroom, the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles 
Rivers and Mountains Conservancy has awarded another grant 
to the Aquarium. The $358,600 grant will allow the Aquarium 
to make enhancements to the exhibit, such as adding digital 
displays, enriching the aesthetic qualities of the area, making 
connections to the butterfly garden and steelhead exhibit, 
redesigning interpretative signage, and upgrading and expanding 
the capacity of the classroom.
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T he Aquarium makes science fun and 
accessible and helps people see how 

their actions impact our ocean.

 — Geof Garth has been a Pacific 
Circle Member and Trustee of 
the Pacific since 2005. 
 
He is an avid surfer, sailor, 
and fisherman and loves 
being active on the water or 
cruising around Alamitos 
Bay with his daughter Ann in 
his Duffy boat. He is pictured 
above at the Aquarium's 2016 
Blue Whale Gala.

 ■ disneyland resort Awards surprise grant  
The Aquarium received a surprise $60,000 grant from 
Disneyland Resort’s Million Dollar Dazzle Crew. Unsuspecting 
Aquarium staff members thought they were entering a meet-
ing to discuss volunteer opportunities, but were greeted by 
a group of Disneyland Resort cast members who announced 
that the Aquarium was the latest grant recipient as a part of 
Disneyland Resort’s Million Dollar Dazzle campaign. 

The Aquarium is the fourteenth recipient of a Million Dollar 
Dazzle campaign grant. The campaign awards grants of 
$60,000 to local charities that benefit children and families 
in need in honor of the park’s Diamond Anniversary. “It's a 
great surprise. This money will go toward programs to bring 
students from all over the area to the Aquarium to learn 
about the ocean and its marine life,” said David Bader, the 
Aquarium’s director of education. Funds from the grant will 
provide free Aquarium field trips and classroom programs for 
more than 5,000 students and teachers from underserved 
schools throughout Southern California. 

This gift is the largest that the Aquarium has received from 
Disney, which has been a long-standing Aquarium education 
supporter. In addition to volunteer hours contributed by many 
Disney cast members, the Aquarium has received past sup-
port from the Disney VoluntEARS Community Fund and the 
EARS to You program on behalf of the Aquarium’s dedicated 
Disney VoluntEARS. 

DONOR HIGHLIGHT

Pictured are Kim Chips, program manager, Disneyland Corporate 
Citizenship; Elva Rubalcava, manager of Disneyland Corporate Citizenship; 
David Bader, director of education, Aquarium of the Pacific; Sean 
Devereaux, manager of volunteer services, Aquarium of the Pacific; 
Allie Kawamoto, Disneyland Ambassador; Ryan Ashton, director of 
development; Aquarium of the Pacific; Jen Holst, corporate citizenship 
specialist, Disneyland Resort; and Kim Klingaman, production assistant, 
Disneyland Resort.
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AQuArium ACColAdes

mikaila Baumel | Young Hero Award
The Aquarium presented 
the Young Hero award 
to Mikaila Baumel 
during the International 
Children’s Day Festival 

in April. Baumel is a sophomore at Woodrow 
Wilson Classical High School in Long Beach 
and a member of the Long Beach branch of the 
National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP). She is a strong believer 
in protecting the environment, recycling as much 
as possible, participating in beach clean-ups, 
and staying informed on current issues affecting 
the environment. Baumel is also an actress and 

donates some of the money she has made in 
entertainment to charitable causes. These have 
included organizations working to benefit the 
ocean and whales and those that support the 
military and natural disaster relief. Baumel also 
volunteers with the Feed the Homeless program 
at the First Congregational Church in Long Beach 
and plays piano at two local convalescent homes. 
An avid reader, Baumel gathers used books to 
donate to the Long Beach Public Library. 
Pictured: Mikaila Baumel, Young Hero Award honoree, and 
Marilyn Padilla, director of public relations, Aquarium of the 
Pacific.

The Aquarium presents awards to individuals and organizations in recognition of their 
service to the community and achievements in conservation.

dr. holly A. Bamford and dr. steven s. Koblik | Ocean Conservation Award
The Aquarium presented 
Dr. Holly A. Bamford and 
Dr. Steven S. Koblik with 
the Ocean Conservation 
Award at its annual Blue 

Whale Gala in June. Bamford is an international 
leader in ocean conservation and management 
who has championed the incorporation of science 
into ocean policy. She is the chief conservation of-
ficer for the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
(NFWF). Before joining NFWF, she spent thirteen 
years at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA), serving most recently 
as assistant administrator of the National Ocean 
Service. She co-chaired the Natural Resources 
Working Group of the President’s Council on 
Climate Preparedness and Resilience that led 

to the development of the Priority Agenda to 
Enhance the Climate Resilience of America’s 
Natural Resources. 

Koblik’s tenure as president of The Huntington 
Library, Art Collections, and Botanical Gardens 
was one of unprecedented activity and growth, 
including the largest capital campaign in the 
institution’s history. Before joining The Huntington, 
Dr. Koblik was president of Reed College and dean 
of the faculty at Scripps College. In recognition of 
his scholarly and administrative accomplishments, 
he was elected to the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences.
Pictured: Jerry Schubel, president and CEO, Aquarium of the 
Pacific, with Dr. Holly A. Bamford and Dr. Steven S. Koblik, Ocean 
Conservation Award recipients.

Alena uhamaka | Heritage Award
The Aquarium presented 
the Heritage Award to 
Alena Uhamaka at the 
Pacific Islander Festival in 
June. Uhamaka grew up in 

Tonga, a Polynesian state in the South Pacific. She 
currently serves as senior pastor at Monrovia United 
Methodist Church. She has spent countless hours as 
a volunteer translator and interpreter for members 
of the Tongan community. She has also worked to 
preserve and share Tongan cultural practices, includ-
ing language, music and dance, and traditional food. 
Uhamaka was invited to join Pacific Islander Health 

Partnership (PIHP) and helped PIHP establish its 
annual Pacific Islander Festival in Huntington Beach. 
She recruited Steven Fifita and worked with him 
to teach and practice Tongan cultural traditions. In 
2009 they established Famili Pe Taha (One Family) 
to act as community liaison for PIHP’s outreach 
programs, providing cultural education and naviga-
tion to the Tongan community. Uhamaka has served 
on PIHP's community voices team, sharing cultural 
heritage at venues throughout Los Angeles and 
Orange Counties. 
Pictured: Alena Uhamaka, Heritage Award honoree, and David 
Bader, director of education, Aquarium of the Pacific.
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one WAy people can help prevent extinctions of endangered species is to learn about the plants and 
animals that face threats in their area and learn what actions they can take to help those species. California’s 
highly urbanized land environments and bustling ocean are home to a wide variety of wildlife. Here are a few 
profiles of local endangered species and how we can help them:

ridgWAy’s rAil  
Rallus longirostris obsoletus

The Ridgway’s Rail (previously called California 
Clapper Rail) is a shorebird found almost exclusively 
in marshes of the San Francisco Estuary. It was added 
to the Endangered Species list in 1970 after urban 
development, diversion of waterways, and salt produc-
tion resulted in the loss of up to 84 percent of San 
Francisco Bay’s tidal marshes. This species' numbers 
have also declined because of increased predation 
of these birds by non-native red foxes. U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife has a recovery plan for the ecosystems where 
these birds live. 

The public can help shorebird species like Ridgway’s 
Rails by keeping pet cats indoors and avoiding nesting 
areas when visiting beaches.

islAnd fox  
Urocyon littoralis

This species lives only on six of the eight Channel 
Islands off the coast of Southern California. Each island 
has its own subspecies of island fox, the only carnivore 
unique to California. While their numbers have always 
been relatively low, foxes on four of the islands saw 
catastrophic declines in population in the 1990s due to 
increased predation by Golden Eagles. By 2000 there 
were just fifteen foxes on San Miguel and Santa Rosa 
Islands, and fewer than eighty on Santa Cruz Island. 
The species was listed as endangered in 2004. The 
Channel Islands National Park launched an island fox 
recovery program in 1999 that has prevented the ex-
tinction of this species, and the population has nearly 
recovered. In February U.S. Fish and Wildlife proposed 
delisting three of the fox subspecies.

The public can help protect this species by keep-
ing an eye out for foxes on roads near rest stops and 
scenic lookouts when visiting the Channel Islands. 
The foxes are attracted to trash cans and are often 
struck by cars while running across roads to reach 
trash cans. You can also donate to the Catalina 
Island Conservancy to help purchase animal-proof 
trash containers.

tideWAter goBy  
Eucyclogobius newberryi

This small fish found only in California was added to 
the federal Endangered Species List in 1994. Tidewater 
gobies live in coastal lagoons, estuaries, and marshes. 
Their historical range covered most of the state’s 
coastline, and they are still found in most areas al-
though their numbers have been significantly reduced 
due to loss of habitat from coastal development 
and other changes to the watershed, pollution, and 
introduction of predatory fishes. Habitat restoration, 
particularly restoring connectivity between lagoons 
and the ocean and along freshwater habitats, is neces-
sary for the tidewater goby to restore its population 
levels. Wetlands habitats provide crucial nursery areas, 
shelter, and feeding grounds for many species. 

You can help preserve wetlands by staying 
informed on development in your community and 
participating in wetlands clean-ups and restorations 
like the Aquarium’s monthly events with the 
Los Cerritos Wetlands.

mountAin yelloW-legged frog  
Rana muscusa and Rana sierrae

This species is native to the lakes, ponds, and streams 
in the Sierra Nevada mountains. It was listed on the 
California Endangered Species List in 2012 after it 
was found to have disappeared from 92 percent of its 
historic range. Scientists point to two main reasons 
for this species’ decline: the introduction of trout in 
high-elevation lakes for recreational fishing and chy-
tridiomycosis, a disease decimating frog populations 
around the world. In 2001 National Park Service staff 
began removing trout from selected areas, allowing the 
frogs to make a recovery in some places. Continued 
management of trout populations can help restore the 
balance in these ecosystems. 

People can help protect this species by supporting 
the National Park Service. Funds generated from entry 
fees go toward projects like this that help wildlife 
found within the park. Also, never release fish or other 
animals into local waterways.

Ridgway's Rails are released from boxes onto Seal Beach National Wildlife Refuge. 

loCAl 
endAngered speCies
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Mountain yellow-legged frog  

Co
u

Rt
eS

y 
PH

o
to

 B
y 

ed
g

A
R 

eS
Pi

n
o

zA
, n

Av
y 

en
v

iR
o

n
m

en
tA

l 
d

iv
iS

io
n

, S
eA

l 
Be

A
CH

 n
Av

A
l 

w
eA

Po
n

S 
St

At
io

n
.

A
n

d
y 

RA
A

Be
/u

Sf
w

S
PH

o
to

 C
o

u
Rt

eS
y 

o
f 

n
At

io
n

A
l 

PA
RK

 S
eR

v
iC

e
CH

Ri
S 

d
el

li
tH

/u
Sf

w
S

u
Sf

w
S/

Ri
CK

 K
u

yP
eR

Fall 2016  |  Pacific Currents  |  27

Conservation Corner



Benefiting the AquArium of the PAcific

SAturdAy  
OctOber 22, 2016   

7:00 pm–11:00 pm

JBS & Associates

SPonSoRS:

Supervisor Don Knabe • Alvin & Sue Bartholomew  
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. • Russell & Avalon Hill   

Doug & Freda Otto

tickets $125  
aquariumofpacific.org/seafare  |  call (562) 590-3100

 y Open bar
 y Tastes from over  
25 local restaurants and 
food & beverage providers

 y Mobile bidding
 y Silent and  
live auction

 y Go Fish  
opportunity game

 y Music and dancing 
with the fish

Participating Restaurants and Food & Beverage Providers
List as of August 2016

Alondra Hot Wings
the Attic

the Auld Dubliner 
irish Pub

bluewater Grill
bubba Gump shrimp co

buono's Authentic 
Pizzeria

crafted by Moonlight
Deb's kitchen featuring 

Melissa's Produce
Delius restaurant

eJ Malloy's Pub & Grill
europa Village Winery

the Federal bar

Gladstone's Long beach
karl strauss

kincaid's bay House
king's Fish House

L'Opera
the Pan

Parkers' Lighthouse
Premier

simply sweet cakery
siP bar & Lounge

slapFish
sWeet! Hollywood
taco beach cantina

temecula Olive 
Oil company

Sip * Savor * Celebrate
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